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'The proudest thih^ in ray life iftu b€ ty 
$?y I was born in Elk City Oklahoma. " 

■'v —Jimmy Webb 


Oklahoma Vineyards and 
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Use Our Wine Tour Map for Your Fall Festival Adventure 
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^ BOULEVARD 
AND QUEEN 

ANN PAGE 6B 
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Fort Sill 


<yf~ Co m 


Lawton 


International Festival 

September 22 - 24, 2006 

Lawton-Fort Sill is proud to announce 
the annual return of the International 
Festival. Come and enjoy world class 
entertainment and cultural diversity 
presented in a setting that makes you feel 
right at home. 

For more information, call 1-800-872-4540 

~~ ■ V f 

or get a complete listing of events, maps 
and brochures by visiting our website at 
www.iawtonfortsiUchamber.com. 




629 SWC Avenue 

Lawton, OK 73501 
580.355.3541 ■ 800.872.4540 


www.lawtonfortsillchamber.com 



Ponca City Tourism 420 E. Grand Avenn^^Pofff^CiT^iK^MoOli 

(866)763-8092 Toll-Free www.poncacitytourism.com 





Over 350 Special Projects. 


More than 400 

Festivals and Events. 


ONE Unforgettable 
Centennial Year: 

2007. 


The statewide celebration begins November 8, 
2006, AND CONTINUES THROUGHOUT 2007, N EW 
Museums, cu ltu ra l centers and monuments w i i l 
GIVE TESTAMENT TO OUR RICH HISTORY. HISTORIC 
RESTORATIONS AND REENACTMENTS WILL BRING OUR 
AMAZING TAST TO LITE. FESTIVALS AND CEREMONIES 
WILL PAY TRIBUTE TO OUR DIVERSE CULTURAL HERITAGE. 




Celebrate Oklahoma! 

A Unique History. An Extraordinary Future. 



It All Kicks Off In Tulsa! 


OKLAHOMA FILM FESTIVAL 

November 8-i2. 2006 
Various Locations 

KI OS WORLD 2006 
November 9-12 
Expo Squari 

CELEBRATE OKLAHOMA! 

TULSA BALLET WORLD PREMIERE 

November 10-12, 2006 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center 

TULSA RUN 

November //. 2006 

Downtown Tulsa, Veterans Park 

WE SING T/7Y r RAISE 
WORLD PREMIERE 

November 12, 2006 

Bomon Avenue Methodist Church 

STATEHOOD DAY INTERFAITH 
PRAYER BREAKFAST 
November 16, 2006 
Greenwood Culturae Center 

CELEBRATION 
OF CENTENARIANS 
November 16. 2006 

Tulsa Historical Society 

CENTENNIAL FIREWORKS 
November 16-18. 2006 
Various Locations 

RIVERFESTAND BEST FEST 

November 17-19. 2006 

River Parks. East and West Banks 

ROUTE 66 MARATHON 
& CLASSIC CAR PARADE 
November 19. 2006 
I Iistoric Route 66 

FOR A COMP IETF LIST OF 
CENTENNIAL EVENTS, VISIT 
WWW.OKI.AHOMACENTENNIAL.COM. 



LORJEC 


Est. 1993 


An Okl alio m a Born Company 

with an International Vision 



401 -Sofa 


Hand crafted 
One piece at a time 


-oree Ranch - A great source for Unique Accessories and I Iome Furnishings 



11702 N. 1-35 Service Rd. 

Oklahoma City 
(just across from Frontier City) 
405.478.2023 


Exclusive Dealer for 

EEC 

o-ll . 


wwwaorecrancn.com 



STOCKYARDS CITY 

LOREC RANCH 

1400 S. Agnew Ave. 


Stockyards, Oklahoma City 
Antiques and Western Home Furnishings 
-New Location- 




OEBBY COTTER KASFWtt R.E UMDSEY 




"How I wish that mankind would take the sunrise fur their slogan and 
leave the shadows of sunset behind them Helen KefJer 


On the cover: freshly harvested grapes are made into wine at Stone Bluff 
Cellars near Haskell. Stone Bluff's vineyards are home to Native American, 
European, and French-American grapes. Photograph by R.E. Lindsey, 


Hit the Road 


Culture 


With thirty- eight vineyards on the state 
map, your travel calendar will fil l up with 
vino day trips to Oklahoma wine counrry 
in no time. And the State Fair cheers its 
first hundred years. 



Marching somewhere near you is the red 
harvester ant, one of Oklahoma's notorious 
stingers. Plus, Lake Carltons tall foliage 
and Mary Logan Wolfs backyard are 
public and private oases. 


Centennial rnacsrros Blake Wade and Lee 
Allan Smith get down to business in the 
planning of Oklahoma's birthday bash. 
Also, Jimmy Webb and Vince Gill pen a new 

state anthem, “Oklahoma Rising” 



Hungry for homemade mac and cheese? 
Two Oklahoma-owned cafeterias still 
serve old-fashioned comfort food. I fits 
a hankering for okra, you re in luck — -we 
have it in season. 


We reckon its a good thing Teresa Miller 
came home to sow her artistic oats. Don't 
miss an exclusive excerpt from her memotr- 
in-pragress. Plus, the premiere of Megan 

Mu Hally's talk show 


In Every Issue 


6 

9 


Contributors 


Editor’s Letter 

From Will to 
wonderful 



10 Letters 

Viva Route 66! 


12 


Marketplace 

Creature comforts in 
southeastern Oklahoma 


74 Events Guide 

Art even 300 to-dos 


80 Where Are You? 

A party with grrrrl power 
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TTtACY HIATT GRICE 


Contributors 


S HAUNA LAWYER STRUBY learned 
a love of the earths bounty while 
wandering alongside her father in his 
vege table garden* “That experience kick- 
started a lifelong curiosity and concern 
for all living things * says Struby, whose 
passion was rdnvigo rated by her reporting 
on “Grape Love" (page 22}* “Exploring 
Oklahoma's wine industry for Oklahoma 
Today * l dipped once again into the deep 
and joyful connections between people and 
place, between the natural world and the 
ancient craft of winemaking,” she says. “Its 
a reminder of the powerful potential of 
thought fully managed natural resources ” 
St ruby, winner of several environmental 
writing awards, lives with her family in 
Oklahoma City. 




N O ONE DO ES j us t ice to creat u res 
that creep and crawl like Guymon 
native Gordon Grice. With 
past Oklahoma Today stories on Mexican 
free- tailed bats, mummies, spiders, and 
rattlesnakes, Grice was in his element in 
“Pest in Show" (page 56), a study of the red 
harvester am. "I love to write about wildlife,” 
he says, “and my fevorue stories are the ones 
thar let me discover the fascinating truths 
behind something people pass by without a 
thought every day. The harvester ant pleased 
me on both counts.” Grice is currently at 
work on a book about dangerous animals 
and has been published in (7Q, V)e New 
Yorker , and Harper's. He and his family 
live in Somerset, Wisconsin. 


W HEN OKLAHOMA TODAY 
editors commissioned wildlife 
artist D eb by Cotter Kaspari ro 
illustrate the red harvester ant for “Pest in 
Show,” they had no idea what kind of colony 
they'd stumbled upon. Kaspari’s husband, 
Mike, an OU zoology professor* urged Debby 
to send her sketches to world-renowned ant 
taxonomist Stefan Cover of the Harvard 
Museum of Comparative Zoology. Cover 
suggested a few tweaks. “He was right on 
the money” says Kaspari. “Always get advice 
from the experts when you are painting ants.” 
Kaspari creates exhibit illustrations for the 
Satn Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural 
History in Norman and recently showed her 
work at the Oklahoma State Capitol. 
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Oklahoma loday recent awards include: 

2(M*fci Oklahoma Book lor Distinguished Service 
2006 Oklahoma SPj Maprine of the Year and Itei Magazine FEotngra- 
phy International Regional Magazine AisucLnion Marine of the Year, 
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Today is not responsible lor the care and/or return of unsolic- 
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material submitted for possible public-irion. Never send original 
photography manuscripts, or artwork. In no event shall submis- 
sion of such unsolicited material subject Oklahoma Today to 
any claim for holding lees or other similar chaises. Payment is 
upon publication. Visit Oklahoma ‘Today on the Internet at 
oKiahamatadaycom- 
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IT FEELS LIKE A 

NIGHT. 


YOU'RE JUST MlVlUTES FROM MILLIONS. Relax Have a great time. And 

maybe win a bundle. Play our Las Vegos-style slots, Blackjack, Poker and 
high-stakes bingo games. Catch top-name entertainment at our Osage Events 
Center or cool off with a cocktail at Bessie's Blues Bar. It's all right here 
conveniently located just minutes from downtown. For the most fun in Tulsa, 
“~ke it an Osage Million Dollar Elm Casino night. 


ma 


an 


OSAGE 

MILLION DOLLAR ELM 

CASINO 


TISDALE PKWY <8> 36TH, FIVE MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN 918.699.7777 www.milliondollarelm.com 
TULSA • SAND SPRINGS • HOMINY * PAWHUSKA • BARTLESVILLE (COMING SOON) 




I 
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NORTHEAST OKLAHOMA'S GREEN COUNTRY 


V^\ 800.922.2118 

G reenCou nl ryOK.com 


800.652.6552 OKLfitlO Afl 
TravelOK.com MITIVt MEBICf] 






Like Napa Valley 



But Closer 


September 1 - 3, 2006 
“Red Dirt Harvest Festival” 

Labor Day Weekend 

for more information and advanced tickets 
RedDirtFestival.com 


Wine Tasting Room 
Open Daily 10 to Dusk 


Available for Corporate 
and Private Parties 


918.623.2250 1-40 Okemah exit 221 


GrapeRanch.com South 6 Miles 





Editor's Letter 


"'Those who seek happiness can never find it. 
You should wait till it comes, like the arrival of a guest later in the evening/ - Corf Jung, 1958 



46th Star 

Tulsa , Blast Off 

As Official Magazine 
of the Oklahoma Centen- 
nial, OKLAHOMA TODAY Will 

chronicle the past, present, 
and future in eight centennial 
collectors issues, beginning 
with the one you now hold 
in your hands. We’ll tell the 
stories, feature the people, 
and embrace the events that 
make us the forty-sixth star. 

M ean wh i le, Tu Isa organ iz- 
ers are working overtime to 
prepare tor the OKLAHOMA 
CENTENNIAL KICK-OFF No- 
vember 8 to 19, twelve days 
of festivities including Blue 
Man Group performances, 
Kids World 2006, and the 
Oklahoma Centennial Film 
Festival. Stay tuned as we 
bring need-to-know informa- 
tion to your fingertips. 
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Certain moments in time define us, today and tomorrow. 


W 1I.L ROGERS AND Wiley 
Post never made it to Point 
Barrow, Alaska. Ihe red 
Orion -Explorer airplane 
succumbed to weather 
conditions and possibly pilot error in die accident 
heard round the world. I learned only recently that 
in a prescient nod to bis face, one of the last words 
Rogers ever wrote was death, a typewriter with 
his weekly col umn found in the plane. The Clash 
was a tragic conclusion to the life of Oklahoma's 
greatest social and creative export. 

Perhaps its because Will Rogers has been such 
a formative Oklahoma figure or because he died 
the same year of my mothers birth — -making 
it easy for me to remember — that I've always 
thought of 1935 as an important date in Okla- 
homa history. 

Of course, there are other meaningful dates in 
our history, though historians and intellectuals 
surely (and hopefully) w ill have differing opin- 
ions on their significance. In my ledger, having 
seen these dates repeatedly as editor of our state 
magazine, IVe included 1 54 1 , 1 830, 1 889 and 
1 893, and 1 995 among the highlights, 

1 he year 1 54 1 marked the onset of Oklahomas 
recorded history, with Francisco Vasquez de 
Coronados expeditions into the rugged terrain 
of Oklahoma, New Mexico, Texas, and Kansas. 
Hie bombing of the Alfred P Murrah Federal 
Building in 1995 launched Oklahoma onto the 
international stage and changed national security 
forever. The years 1 889 and 1 893 amplified the 
American principle of manifest destiny leading 
to the biggest horseraces and overnight settle- 
ments in history: the Oklahoma and Cherokee 
Strip land runs. 

American Indians know the year 1 830: It's the 
date of the Indian Removal Act which allowed 
Andrew Jackson, the American president who 
most embodied the notion of progress at any 
cost, to negotiate ‘ land -exchange" treaties with 
tribes, a policy he lobbied hard for and which 
today would be considered ethnic cleansing. 


The act meant the forced removal of Americas 
native populations to Indian Terri to ry and the 
Unassigned Lands, bringing about the Trail of 
Tears and eight-score years of restructuring and 
stabilizing their communities. 

But it is 1907 and 2007 which may mean the 
most to us as Oklahomans. After a politicized, 
unsuccessful bid in 1905 to become the State of 
Sequoyah, Indian Terri tory at last merged with 
Oklahoma Territory and entered the union on 
November 1 6, 1 907, while its prodigal son was 



off finding himself on the vaudeville circuit as 
a trick roper. 

Surely Will Rogers thought long and often 
about his home scare and where it would he a 
hundred years hence. Isn’t progress often measured 
in such increments? In a matter of mere weeks, 
well do justice not simply to his memory hut 
to all Oklahomans by officially beginning the 
Oklahoma Centennial Celebration, a breath- 
taking schedule of events and activities that will 
announce Oklahomas essential nature to the 
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Letters 


"If you ever plan to motor west, travel my way, take the highway lhat Is best r^from the song"Rotde 66" 


Route 66 Calling 

The Mother Road strikes a chord . 


99 Percent Perfect 

You all did. an excellent; job of present- 
ing the variety which Route 66 offers in 
your July /August issue. The Mother Road 
is many things to many people, That's just 
part of her charm. Other than page 43, 
where the text is about the National Route 
66 Museum in Elk City but the picture is 
from the Oklahoma Route 66 Museum 
in Clinton, I didn't catch any Raws. That 
isn't such a big mistake. 

Last week, l was invited to become a 
member of Elk City's Museum Commis- 
sion, but T decided to pass. I hate meetings! 
I offered to be an advisor, and I’m sure IT! 
help when needed. 

Don Muilenix 

Elk City 

Thanks for the correction* Don , We 
regret the error. 

Been There, Done That 

Wc really enjoyed the Route 66 articles 
in your latest magazine. We travel all over 
the state and have seen all the areas shown. 
Most people dont realize what a beautiful 
state we live in. 

John and Delores Lamb 

Tulsa 


Post Cards From the Edge 

My husband and I did very much enjoy 
“Route 66 Reborn," the july/August 2006 
issue of Oklahoma Today . The pictures of the 
“Road Show” were fantastic. I have a picture 
post card of Bishop’s Driv-Inn located on 
Tenth and Boston on Highway 66 in Tulsa, 
1 have kept this post card since 1 94 1 when 1 
worked there. In 1942, my mother, brother, 
younger sister, and I drove that Highway 66 
from Tulsa to California in a 1 932 Chevrolet, 
used tires tied all over and Hats every day 
Grapes ofWrath, indeed. Wonderful memories 
of Route 66 for me! 

Tina (Trisler) Gilbert 

Wichita, Kansas 



OKLA H DMA CENTENNIAL 


Sour and Sweet 

1 think if a person is willing to offer criti- 
cism, which 1 have for that horrendous story 
on the Flaming lips, then he should be willing 
to pay a compliment when deserved. 

I thought the July/ August issue was of 
interest and certainly of promotional value 
to the state in general. My compliments. 

Don Smith 

Oklahoma City 


Truth or Dare 

I wanted to express my appreciation for 
your recent article about Deep Fork Tree 
Farm (“Fork in the Road," July/ August 2006). 
Senior editor Steffie Corcorans article truly 
captured the beauty and perfection we strive 
for at Deep Fork Tree Farm. 1 he depiction 
of our standards in product, immaculate 
facilities, and state-of-the-art irrigation 
technology was nothing short of flawless. 

James Dare 

Oklahoma City 

‘I drove that 
Highway 66 from 
Tulsa to California 
in a 1932 
Chevrolet, used 
tires all over and 
flats every day.’ 

— Tina Gilbert 


Opinions Matter 

Thank you for publishing the letters in 
response to Oklahoma Today's Chickasaw 
cover story and the casino feature article 
(“Chickasaw Nation: Getting It Right” and 



“Games of Chance,” May/June 2006). All 
of us should he thankful for the freedom of 
speech guaranteed by our Constitution. 

I am proud of my Cherokee Indian 
heritage. Perhaps my Cherokee ancestors 
lost more many moons ago than the Osage, 
Miami, Seneca, Chickasaw, and Creek 
tribes lost due to the Great White Father 
in Washington and the White Eyes dur- 
ing the Trail of Tears. It is nice to see the 
blessings received by the Native American 
tribes through the return of casinos built 
on Native American soil and the taxes paid 
to the state of Oklahoma that ensure better 
schools, better roads, and equal rights. 

If the great defenders of the Alamo were 
still living, fm positive that they would 
not be against any of the descendants 
of Santa Anna and his armies initiating 
casinos or other businesses in the state of 
Texas, where many of those descendants 
are legal citizens. 

Also, thank you for the cover- to- cover 
Route 66 issue. 1 have driven many miles 
of Rome 66. I really need to drive all four 
hundred miles over a weeks time. Very 
refreshing indeed. 

Larry Highfield 

Neosho, Missouri 


State Parks Lover 

I have been a subscriber to Oklahoma 
Today for many years and watch the mail 
for each new issue. I especially enjoy read- 
ing about our great state parks. 

More than once when our three sons 
were growing up, we loaded up the old 
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station wagon and headed for Great Salt 
Plains State Park. Using one of their cabins 
as home bases we were able to visit other 
attractions in the areai venturing as far as 
Alabaster Caverns and Little Sahara, Of 
course, we couldn't leave without digging 
for crystals at the salt Hats, 

Needless to say, I have very fond memo- 
ries of Great Salt Plains State Park, 

Bonnie Gifford 
Yukon 


Chi-Town Lady 

Thank you for providing one of the 
most delightful and interesting magazines 
I’ve read in a very long time. My husband 
(a former Oklahoma resident) and I 
were recently in Oklahoma City for the 
graduation of our granddaughter from 
Del City High School One evening, we 
stopped at a convenience store for some 
snacks, and it was while waiting in line 
that 1 saw Oklahoma Today . Back at the 
motel, I read it from cover to cover, and 
my only disappointment was that there 
were no more pages. 

Each article was interesting, hut I espe- 
cially enjoyed the ones that pertained to 
our Native Americans, Since I was in high 
school, 1 have had an avid interest in their 
culture. Three years ago, as a widow, 1 met 
my future husband, a widower, online. 
On our first visit to Oklahoma City after 
our marriage, 1 was thrilled to learn that 
I was in the center of Native America. 
Now, when 1 cant he home, I have this 
wonderful magazine! 

i eagerly await my next issue. I share 
my magazines with my good friend and 
she, in turn, passes them on, so Oklahoma 
Today will be making Lite rounds in this 
southeastern neighborhood of Chicago. 

Again, thank you, and I wish you continued 
success with this wonderful pub l i cation, 
Connie L, Andrews 
Chicago, Illinois 


Oklahoma Today welcomes the views of readers. 
Letters are subject to editing and must Include 
name, address .and a daytime phone number Send 
letters to: Oklahoma Today, Attn: Editor, j 20 North 
Robinson, Suite 800, Oklahoma City. OK 731 02. 
or fax to (405} 230-8650, Address electronic 
mail to letters@oklahomatoday.com. 




580-5291351 


ICHITAS 


www.wineryofthewichitas.com 


.>;• • Visit 

dtcjne pa 


and visit Oklahoma's Newest Winery in the heart of the Wichita Mountains 
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Customize Your Group Retreat 


l ^ ML- ~ , ' 

Book your corporate or group retreat at Oklahoma's premier 
executive ranch, immerse 3 r our senses ia 900 acres of natural 
habitat crowned by a stunning 6,000 squ&refoot luxury lodge on 
a 25-acre private lake. Superb hospitality and persona lized 
packages create an ultimately refreshing experience! 

^ Western Equestrian Corner * Ranch Activities 

-BL rj t Fishing, Hiking and Swimming * Trail Ridas an d 

Rl| ijip i Campfires - Team J3uiMing Ropes Courses 


Where the Fa«l Inspires tiie Fuluro 


( 877 ) MY-TIGER 

Tf ge rMountainRancn . com 


Henrietta, OK * 1 AO exit £47 (Tiger Mtn. Rd) ■ Past Quilt Barn to Ti^er Mountain Ranch Resort Gate 
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BRAD REES I MG LYNNAE SMITH 


Marketplace 


II you ve never heard of Beavers Bend, chances arc you'll be hearing someone in your 
neighborhood talking about it soon/* — Glen Scriber of Castlewood Trails 


Autumn Getaways 

These Broken Bow cabins show the luxury in roughing it. 



AROUND THE BEND 


Completed in April, the Castlewood Trails 
cabin near Beavers Bend Resort Park offers 
a secluded hiking trail perfect for enjoying 
the surrounding Kiamichi and Ouachita 
Mountains. $210 per night, (580) 494-61 16 
o r vi si tbeavers ben d . com , 



TIPTOP 


Wake up to a beautiful bird s-eye view after 
sleeping among the treetops at Spokane. This 
newly constructed 1 , 2 00-squa re-foot cabin 
features a loft and accommodates up to six 
people. Starts at $21 Q per night. (580) 286- 
4471 or brokenbowlakecabins.com. 

OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 



Named after a massive wayward tree on 
the property the Crooked Pine cabin is roomy 
enough lor a small family and cozy enough 
for a romantic getaway with your sweetheart. 
Stans at $1 70 per night. (580) 494-61 16 or 
heave rsbe ndgetaways . com . 



PRIVATE ISLAND 


Sav aloha to the Island Overlook cabins on 

the Mountain Fork River. With fly-fishing, 
white- water canoeing, and a custom-built deck 
extending over the water, the relaxation pos- 
sibilities are endless. Starts at $ 1 50 per night 
(580) 584-2429 or islandoverlook.com. 



Take a break from the everyday humdrum 
and check out the new Mountain Vista at Beavers 
Bend Creative Escapes. Tins luxury log cabin, 
which debuted in January, boasts enough space 
for eight. $325 per night. (580) 306-2265 or 
bea versbendc read veescape.co m . 



GO WILD 


Looking for more rustic digs? The Wilderness 
Lakefront Resort on Broken Bow Lake borders 
the McCurtain County Wilderness Area, one 
of the largest tracts of untouched forest in the 
Midwest. Starts at $85 per night. (580) 241- 
5304 or wildemcsskfcefiontresort.com. 
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CABIN MAVEN 

Still running the show at 71, B .J. 
Zimmerman, here at the Eagle Ridge 
cabin, founded the Broken Bow- 
area vacation hot spot Hochatown 
Junction Station in 1989. The resort 
includes more than fifty cabins, a 
shopping center, and a coffee shop 
and plans to add a bowling alley. 
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More Than Meets 



The Drive 




Visit the Talihina area 
for the Talimena Drive 
and so much more! 


til 


Mountains • Foliage Tours • Lakes & Rivers 
Festivals • Historic Attractions • State Parks 


Talimena Scenic 
Drive 

Ouachita National 
Forest 

Ouachita Mountains 
Lakes 

Sardis Lake, Clayton 
Lake, Cedar Lake, 

Lake Wister 

Grnad Prix 
Dirt Bikes 
& ATV Race 

Sept. 9 & io, 2006 
Talihina, OK 

Talihina Fall 
Foliage Festival 

Oct. 28 & 29, 2006 



Choctaw Nation Capitol & Museum 


Choctaw Capitol 
Museum & Gift Shop 

Choctaw Labor Day 
Festival & Powwow 

Aug. 31-Sept. 4, 2006 
Tuskahoma, OK 

State Parks 

Talimena State Park, 
Lake Wister State Park, 
Robber’s Cave State 
Park, Heavener 
Rune st one State Park 


Talihina 
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Hit the Road 


Ok toiler ft* st Tulsa, one of IQ Great Places hi Harvest Some fun * 
— ITSATo day. ca m, October 7, 2004 


polka youip/vay to TulsiOktoberfest. 

Germa c while shoppin 


T here's no need to skip continents for a 

good party. In Hilsa, tens of thousands treasures. Even sports fans don’t have an 
will descend on River West Festival excuse to stay home; all the big games will 
Park for four days of German-infused family be on at Qas Sports Cafe tent. Even better, 
fun at Tulsa Oktoberfest. all this European-influenced revelry is for 

No small family affair, the festival has a good cause, 
been mentioned in magazines like USA “Oktoberfest has raised $725,000 for 
Today and Bon Appetit, and it’s easy to the River Parks Authority," says festival 
see why: Bratwurst, strudel, sauerkraut, director Laurie Smith. "There's much more 
and potato pancakes are just a fraction to it than the beer." 
of the edible offerings. Hast du Durst? — are you thirsty? — in- 

At Die Bierstube, or beer house, adults deed. —Megan Rossman 

can toast the harvest season with imported 

and domestic beers and wine. While jug- Tulsa Oktoberfest, October 19 to 22 af 


SOONER OR LEDER 
The Bavarian goings-on at 
Tulsa Oktoberfest attract 
some 60,000 fans of 
German cuisine, beer, and 
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Everybody polka to Tulsa 
Oktoberfest. 
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Viao t Oklahoma's newest 
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good times. glers and clowns entertain the kids, parents 2100 South Jackson Avenue. Admission is 

can kick back to the sounds of traditional $3 per person, fyfsaokfofterfesf.org. 
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What to Do With S77 


Hit the Road 


"Guests can expect to enjoy the tradition of excellence that was started when we were 
just a 'street fair' back in 1907.“ -Tim O f Toule r president of the Oklahoma State Fair 



Get This! 


indmade Pilfoji 

e meets comfort at the Big Rock Works 
ptiic Design Studio in Medicine Park. Muriel 
Fahrion, illustrator of the original 

Strawberry Shortcake and Care Bear 
k characters, customizes wool pillows 
iC by neat-transferring a photo onto 
F ca fivas. She also makes smaller, 
r Oklahoma- themed suede pillows. St 2 to 
$90. (5801 529-2920 or higrockworks.com. 
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The Oklahoma State Fair 
celebrates a century of j fun, 
food, and entertainment. 

F air food, concerts, and 

a bear show, oh myi With a 
century under its belt, the 
Oklahoma State Fair proves 
it knows how to keep visitors 
coming back for more. Kicking off this year 
with a I OOth Year Celebration Party on 
September 14 at noon, the fairs eleven- 
day September run offers affordable fun 
for kids of all ages. 

Fair enthusiasts who don't want a battle 
with their purse strings can take advantage 
of the many free events and discoun ts that 
are as easy as bringing in a Dr. Pepper 
can* Gate admission alone grants access 
to nightly concerts, animal shows, races, 
and much more. 

Spokesperson Scott Munz says, “We can 
provide hours and hours of family- friendly 
entertainment just for the price of admis- 
sion/' Now that’s time well spent, 

— Victoria Stone 

The Oklahoma State Fair runs from 
September 14 to 24 at State Fair Park in 
Oklahoma City, located at the junction of 
Interstates 44 and 40 * Gates open daily at 
8 a. m. oklahomastatefa i r. co m , 
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Lincoln's famous Henry rifle is a priceless national treasure. 

The beautiful Henry you can take home today is considerably more 
affordable. Shooting enthusiasts are buying Hetirys because they are 
magnificently styled, have the smoothest actions, perform with 
flawless reliability and bear the great historical name of Henry 
Every part in a Henry is made in America. Every rifle is 
engineered with features many competitors charge twice the price 
for. We are a family owned business, our customer service is second 
to none, and we will do everything to ensure your complete 
satisfaction. 

Order our free color catalog featuring the entire line of Henry 
lever, bolt-action and semi-auto rifles bv calling, writing or visiting 
our website at WWW,HENRY-GUNS,COML President Lincoln 
loved his Henry and you 11 love yours. 




Order your FREE Henry catalog 
at WWW.HENRY-GUNS.COM 

mail the coupon or call (718) 499-5600 

— * — — — — “ — — — — — — 

HENRY REPEATING ARMS CO. 

110 r Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11215 


in Aintirica and Pnced Wight 



Address 



City 

State 

Zip 



Oklahoma Today 


110 8th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
WWW. H ENRY-G UNS.CO M 


Tel; (718) 499-5600 Fax: (718) 768-8056 


Henry Repeating Arms Company 






Tulsa METRO 



An All-Suite Hotel That 
Redefines Comfort and Class 

Discover an entirely new concept in 
extended stay! Whether traveling for a few 
days or several weeks, get comfortable in a 
smartly appointed suite with all the amenities 
of home, including M kitchens . 

With flexible rates and convenient services, 
Staybridge anticipates your every need and 
comfort- Warm urban decor, an on-site 
convenience store, fitness and business centers, 
pool, sports court, barbecue pavilion and 
complimentary breakfast buffet create an 
unforgettably relaxing stay 



1 1 III East 73rd Street South 

{918) 461 '2100 * www, staybridge.com 



Cheese, Please. 

Visit LaDonna's Fancy Foods for fine 
imported and domestic cheese and chocolate. 
Featuring a wide selection of gourmet foods, 
we offer imported pastas, spice blends and so 
much more. We also carry quality Made in 
Oklahoma products, unique gift ideas and 
cheese accessories. 



1523 E. 15 th Street 
Historic Cherry Street, Tulsa 
(918) 582-1523 
www. ladon naso n I i ne.com 



Savor an Oklahoma 
Dining Tradition. 

Specializing in famous BBQ* superb steaks 
and excellent seafood for more than 40 years, 
Freddie's treats guests to a sumptuous array of 
tastes in a comfortable atmosphere. 

Generous portions paired with savory 
appetizers like Freddie’s acclaimed cabbage 
rolls and gourmet tabouli salad, make dining 
out an incomparable pleasure! 




^Enjoy the Originnl 

''Freddie’s 




JJ due KHd £».ik 3fcup* 
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1425 New Sap ul pa Road * (918)224-4301 
On Historic Route 66 in Sapulpa 
www. freddiesbbq .coin 



Eat at Lola's. 

From the spacious bar to the chic dining room, 
Lola's is your destination in the Brady District* 
Enjoy inspired entrees with sensational twists 
and a sizzling urban ambiance perfect for 
powers lunching nr evenings out. 

5 Fast Brady 
Tulsa, OK 
(918) 592-7995 


JOSotab 




Shop An Art Deco 
Landmark 

Housed in downtown Tulsas 
renowned Warehouse Market 
Building on historic Route 66, 
Lyons Indian Store is a modem day 
trading post brimming with Indian 
jewelry, art, pottery, Pendleton 
Blankets and souvenirs* Next door, 
Tulsa Treasures delights shoppers 
with a variety of gifts, collectibles 
and Route 66 items. 



4111 E.llth Street * (918) 582-6372 

S TULSA □ 
TREASURES 

411 E. 1 1 di Street * (918) 582-9178 
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Row, Row, Row Your Boats 

Take to the river for the Head of the Oklahoma Centennial Regatta. 


T OOKING FOR SOMETHING to 
float your boar? Poised to become 
A — 4mz of Oklahoma City s premier 
events* the second annual Head of the 
Oklahoma Centennial Regatta brings 
all the pageantry and sportsmanship of 
high school, collegiate, and national 
rowing to Regatta Park. More than 
a thousand competitors — including 
teams from Harvard and the University 
of Oklahoma, even the U,S. National 
Rowing Team — will compete in head 
and sprint racing events on the revitalized 
Oklahoma River. 

Nor exactly a rowing aficionado? 
Newbies can check out Rowing 101 
on die event website, while all event- 
goers will get a sense of the regatta 
experience from a display inside the 
Chesapeake Boathouse. 

But action isn’t limited to the river. 
Food vendors, art displays, live music, 
kayaking, and childrens activities 
dot the riverside, while St. Anthony 
Hospital promotes family fitness with 


the St. Anthony Regatta Walk along the 
Oklahoma River Trails. 

“The regatta is an event that’s unique 
to Oklahoma. But its also unique on a 
national level, combining athletics with 
art and live entertainment to make a 
well-rounded community event,” says 
event chair and OCU varsity rowing 
coach Mike Knopp. 

Adding to the regattas national signifi- 
cance is night racing. For the first time 
in the world, teams will make history 
competing under four one-hundred- foot 
light poles that illuminate the river. 

At the regarca, everyone from Ivy League 
preps, sports fanatics, and families of five 
can participate in a traditional seafaring 
event with an Oklahoma twist, 

— Kate Callahan 

The Head of the Oklahoma Centennial 
Regatta is September 30 through October 
2 on the Oklahoma River. Regatta Park is 
located off Byers Avenue , west of the Byers 
Avenue Bridge , oklahomaregatta. com. 




Marketplace for Arts, 
Crafts, Antiques, 
Collectibles & Gifts 

Be charmed into a world of heirlooms 
- past and future. More than 750 gifted 
artisians gather to showcase a myriad 
of quality art and handcrafted items, 
Precious antiques from the quaint to 
the curious will surprise and delight. 

October 20, 21, 22, 2006 

Frl & Sat. 9<iro to 6 pm t Sun. (lam to 5pm 
Oklahoma City Fairgrounds 
(NW !01 ft ffi Mrty Am) 

For more information call 
(800) 755-5488 or (405)632-2652 

www.aaoth.com 



Oklahoma's vfttau 



Want Real-Life 
Magazine 
Experience? 

Editorial, advertising, circulation, and 
marketing internships arc available at 
Oklahoma Today yea r- roti n d . 
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EMERGING WINE INDUSTRY BEGUILES 


GUESTS WITH WINE AND AN ECLECTIC 


MIX OF DOWN-HOME CHARM AND 
UPSCALE SOPHISTICATION. Is THIS A 



GRAPE STATE OR WHAT? 


T * >M JAMli 8 I IK! ' iM 1 1 n ” tin- mllint; liillsami bluffs near the towns 
Pbrier, and Coweia, all just a few miles smith of Tulsa. 

I he Arkansas River snakes hs way around these small com muni Lies, 
pockets of tenacity lying alongside metropolitan areas and suburbs 
thai stretch outward like lingers into surrounding farmland, for 
tames, a sixty-year-old retiree and I I Reno resident, a drive through these gentle 
dopes and river bottomland is pari familial attraction' — his mother lived in Porter 
and his family at one rime owned land in the area — and pan adventure. 

One day about seven years ago, James stumbled across a roadside sign for 
Stone Bluff C ellars, a winery and vineyard. On a whim, he ambled down the 
road to the vineyard, where he discovered a small* neat-as-a-pin winery and five 
acres of vineyards owned by Boh and Sandy McBratney While sampling the 
winery's wares, James discovered what would become his favorite w ine, a Stone 
Bluff* label, V, a white wine made with Chardoncl and Muscat Canilli grapes. 

I tasted what they call die V wine, and 1 really enjoyed it "James says. "People 
say, 'Smell the bouquet,' and they take a sip and pitter-patter it in their mouth. 
I'm not one of those people. I put in my mouth, I swallow it. and I like it." 

Stephen Wells discovered Oklahoma wine on a search fora unique ntade-in- 
Oklahoma gift. Several times, Wells’ father, Bill, had mentioned Tres Suenos 
Vineyards and Winery, located just a few miles bom his family s farm north of 
Luther. Wells, who owns a kitchen design company in Oklahoma City, says he 
found himself so enthralled by the grape-growing process, he's now studying 
viticulture, the science of grape growing, and currently has 250 vines at his 
own farm, 

*1 love the outdoors, and 1 like seeing what other people are doing” says 
Wells, “And I like wine." 


K»MA CLNTENNIA1 
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Wo longer do Oklahomans have to took to the 
California coast for their Cabernets and Shiraz. 
Hundreds of hard-working, wine-loving people 
are tilling the soils of our own stale, revealing 
a potential economic boom and a blossoming 
agritourism industry, not to mention some 
mighty fine wine. 


DAY 23 


Fruits of the Vine 



Hit the Road 




Distinctive Flavors 

A BOUQUET LIKE NO OTHER 

For Pete Jones of Nuyaka Creek Winery 
near Bristow, picturesque vineyards 
complement ttiirty-year-old apple, pear, 
peach, and cherry orchards. He uses the 
fruit to infuse his wine with unique flavors. 
Oklahoma vintners like Jones consider the 
art of winemaking to be a creative expres- 
sion, honoring both an ancient process 
and the land. 


OKLAHOMA CtNTENNIAL 


A Growing Business 

In T986, there were two licensed wineries in Oklahoma; in 2000, three wineries; and by 2006, more 
than thirty- eight licensed wineries scattered across Oklahoma’s landscape, with more forming in 
the wings. Rinda Skaggs of the Oklahoma Grape Growers and Wine Makers Association estimates 
that in 2005, more than three hundred Oklahoma vineyards planted an estimated 525 acres in 
grapes, with more farmland being converted to grapevines with each passing day. 

—Shauna Lawyer Struby 


Tidal School Vineyard and Winery visitors 
sample the wares on the outdoor patio. 

James and Wells are not alone in their ap- 
preciation: In 2006, Oklahoma was home to 
thirty-dghr licensed wineries. In the midst of 
a grape boom, die Oklahoma countryside is 
transforming once again, though this time 
instead of wildcatters, oil rigs, and black gold, 
the earthy grape is the star. 

STEEP TRADITION 

In che annals of Oklahoma history lie a 
few surprising details about grape growing 
and winemaking that predate statehood. 
Oklahoma’s current grape boom isn't the 
state's first brush with the fruit of the vine. 
Statistics found in early-day editions of the 
Daily Oklahoman indicate that prior to state- 
hood, Oklahoma was blessed with a vibrant 
grape industry. In fact, data from i 907 shows 
that 3,708 acres were planted in grapes, and 
by 1908, reported planting had increased to 
more than 5,000 acres. 

The advent of statehood and, along with it, 
Prohibition, heralded the end of Oklahoma’s 
first foray into die wine business. Although 
Prohibition was repealed by a statewide vote 
in 1959, with the exception of a few pockets 
of hardy entrepreneurs, Oklahoma's wine card 
remained essentially blank. More than thirty 
years later, a grape revival began changing 
that landscape. 

“In the mid- 1 990s, die re was a resurgence 
of interest on the part of the grower public, 


the agricultural sector, and the economic 
sector in redeveloping that industry,” says 
retired Oklahoma State University agriculture 
professor Dean McCraw. “People were more 
interested in agricultural diversity. It was so 
difficult for traditional agricultural crops 
to be successful economically, so growers 
looked for alternatives. And, nationally, 
there was a greater awareness of the health 
benefits of wine/ 3 

Catchy marketing, moderate pricing, and a 
broadening customer base also contributed to 
die growth of the wine industry According to 
the 2005 edition of Adivns Wine Handbook , 
for the eleventh year in a row, substantially 
more cases of wine were delivered to the 
nation’s retailers, a 3 percent gain annu- 
ally. Some industry experts even refer to the 
Sideways effect, a nod to the wine-besotted 
Sideways, a popular film that gave sales of 
Pi not Noir a jolt. 

The growth in small, local wineries like the 
ones found across Oklahoma is also driven 
by another trend in die gourmet food world 
for exploring and cooking with regional tastes 
and local foods. Sampling wine is a way for 
residents and travelers alike to develop a 
connection with the region, the land, and 
the people. 

“The people who grow the grapes and 
make the wine have a distinct niche,” says 
McCraw. “One thing wineries have to offer 
is local ambiance." 


At Summerside Vineyards in Vinita, wine is 
tested to ensure that it is aged properly. 


24 






E < 'T; JE 

v ™5WWWP 




v#W^ 


;•; Edmond resident Richard Sias, owner of 
^ joullian Vineyards in Carmel, California, 
* with his wife, Jeannette jo u Hi an Si as, has 
extensive experience in the wine indust ry 
and also co-owns Dos Okies, a small hobby 
vineyard and winery near Edmond, In gen- 
eral, Sias sees a remarkable diversification 
in the number and types of wines being 
made in Oklahoma. 

"There’s been an explosion in the last few 
years. In particular, we've seen the willingness 
oi the buying public to experiment,” says Sias* 

1 Flic public palate is much more sophisticated 
than it was a few years ago/ 1 

GREEN GROWS THE 
VINEYARD 

The appeal of visiting wineries lies in 
what Tom James calls "adventuring.” As 
more wineries dot all parts of the Oklahoma 
landscape — -from the northwest to die south' 
cast — its likely a winery adventure is within 
comfortable driving distance. 

"Part of it is just getting out in the coun- 
tryside and enjoying the vineyards and cast' 
ing rooms” says Frando Tolle, director of 
agritourism at die Oklahoma Department of 
Agriculture. "Its a nice weekend or day trip 
to go out to these vineyards and wineries and 
do something in Oklahoma, Wineries have 
been big in Napa Valley and France, but now 


Oklahomans and out-of-state travelers get a 
taste of that right here close to home.” 

Agntourism, the nexus oi tourism and 
agriculture, is one of the fastest-growing seg- 
ments of tourism in the United States* Niche 
businesses in this sector— wineries among 
them — help give rural communities a solid 
economic boost* 

“The potential in Oklahoma is as great or 
greater than anywhere else ” says Tolle. "We 
should be home to the most agritourism busi- 
nesses anywhere, simply because we are known 
for agriculture* We have a tremendous history 
that goes along with our agriculture — the land 
run and Native American history and outlaw 
history. Its a natural fit,” 

Hie growth of Oklahoma’s wine industry 
reflects a dramatic national trend. In 1975, 
rhere were only 550 wineries in the United 
States, By 2004, more than 3,700 wineries 
existed throughout the U.$„ with wineries 
in all fifty states. 

"The wine industry in Oklahoma could 
be a sleeping giant,” says Don Neal, owner 
of StableRidge Vineyards and Winery in 
Stroud and marketing and tourism chair of 
the Oklahoma Grape Growers and Wine 
Makers Association* "We are being hugged hv 
the public. They are enjoying it, and what we 
hear is that they are so happy they can go on 
wine trails here like they can elsewhere.” 


Wine and Bullets 

A NOVEL IDEA 

SHOTGUN OPERA (Dell, $6.99) is Edgar-nomi- 
rrated writer and former Skiatook resident Victor 
Gischler’s fourth "comedy norr." Retired hit man 
Mike Foley is still running from his murderous past 
despite spending twenty years hiding out in Okla- 
homa, the past five producing wine. Holed up on his 
vineyard in northeast Oklahoma, Foley encounters 
the usual winemaking troubles: growing grapes, 
perfecting taste, dodging strafing helicopters. After 
Foley’s nephew shows up seeking protection from 
assassins, mayhem ensues. This gritty shoot-em-up 
is a sure hit, —Blaine Smith 
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Hit the Road 


Fall Wine Tour 

PROM GRAND LAKE TO OKEMAH, FESTIVALS FOR EVERYONE 


Get down and dirty this 
Labor Day weekend with live 
music, camping, and wine- 
tasting at GRAPE RANCH’S 
RED DIRT HARVEST FESTIVAL 
in Okemah. September 1 
through 3 t noon to midnight. 
Advance tickets, S3Q, red- 
dirtfestival.com. 



In Big Cabin, enjoy an 
evening of elegance with a 
wine, cigar, and wild game 
dinner at cabin CREEK 
VINEYARD’S CABERNET AND 
CIGARS. September 1 6* 

(918) 783-5218 or cabin- 
creekwine.com. 

The Fall Festival in 
Chandler begins with a pig 
roast and jazz concert at 
GREENFIELD VINEYARD on 
September 23. 2 p.m. to 
10 p.m. (405) 258-0525 or 
greenfieldvineyard.com. 

From a grape stomp and 
winetasting to music and 
crafts, there’s fun for the 
whole family at the seventh 

ANNUAL GREEN COUNTRY 
WINE FESTIVAL AT STONE 
BLUFF CELLARS in Haskell. 


September 30, 10 a.m. to 
5 pm Free admission for 
twelve and under. (918) 
482-5455 or stonebluffcel- 
tars.com. 

Amid music and vendors 
atTRES SUENQS VINEYARDS 
AND WINERY’S NOUVEAU 
FESTIVAL in Luther, new 
wines that have just been 
harvested and bottled take 
center stage. September 
30. $10, (405) 277-7089 or 
tressuenosvineyards.com. 

At the FIRST GRAND WINE 

festival on October 14, trail 
rides connect four vineyards 
for a good cause. Ticket sales 
benefit the American Heart 
Association. At Royal Horse 
Ranch on Monkey Island, 

$10. grandwinecountry.com. 


McCraw is equally optimistic about the 
prospects for Oklahoma's wine industry but 
injects a bit of realism about the challenges 
facing those entering the business. 

“I feel very good about the industry and 
the economic benefits of the tourism and 
agriculture side of the ledger,” says McCraw, 
“As a niche crop in some areas, for those who 
are willing to make the investment and put 
the management efforts into it* I think it of- 
fers economic potential. Its capital intensive 
and management intensive in comparison to 
other agriculture crops, but it does offer good 
eco no m ic p ro f i ta hi 1 i ty.” 

BLOOD, SWEAT, TOIL 

In the making of wine, the grape is the 
popular star, one that for many carries a certain 
amount of poetic cachet. But ask any grape 
grower or winemaker about die romance sur- 
rounding grapes, and youTI likely hear a snort 
and retort about hard work, delayed returns, 
and somber words of caution for anyone 
contemplating a foray into the held. 

“There’s precious little romance to it, I 
can tell you that ” says Sias. “Its mostly hard 
work. Its basically farming and takes people 
who know what they're doing. Every step of 


the way, you have to do k right, or the end 
result will he wrong. It requires precision and 
keeping everything spotlessly clean ” 

Gene Clifton, co-owner of Canadian 
River Winery and Vineyards near Norman, 
finds the wine business tough yet tinged 
with sou l fulness. 

“Its a lot of work and its expensive, but 
when you walk out through the rows on a 
summer morning with the grapes hanging 
full on the vine, its a high.” 

Every good wine starts with die grape, and 
the variety selected and planted by a grower 
dominates die process from beginning to end. 
Not for the faint of pockethook, initial invest- 
ment costs can run anywhere from $4,000 to 
$ 1 0,000 an acre, and grape growers should 
expect no return on the investment for at least 
three to five years while vines mature. 

In Oklahoma, the grape-growing season 
lasts about 120 days, beginning in late March 
or early April* Depending on the variety of 
grape and the weather, harvest begins in mid- 
to-late July and continues through the first 
part of September. The type of grape a grower 
chooses, McCraw says, should depend on the 
microclimate of the land and the soil type. 
European vinijera grapes are growing very 


‘It’s a lot of 
work and it’s 
expensive, but 
when you walk 
out through 
the rows on a 
summer morning, 
it’s a high.’ 

—Gene Clifton, Canadian River 
Winery and Vineyard 

well in parts of Oklahoma, in particular in 
Lincoln County, says Neal, but McCraw 
notes that European vinifim are also the most 
susceptible to insects, disease, and Oklahoma's 
famously volatile weather That translates to 
increased risks for growers. 

“Those vines don’t have the genetic makeup 
to understand when to go dormant in our 
environment. Native American grapevines 
do, because they re grapes that have grown 
naturally throughout the midcontinental 
United Stares, They have a much better idea 
of when to go to sleep and when to wake 
up,” says Bob McBratncy, co-owner of Stone 
Bluff Cellars near Haskell. ,l I see evidence of 
that every year when I look in my vineyards 
and see my Native American turning yellow 
in the fall and the French- American hybrids 
and European wine grapes still sitting there 
green with their leaves on. That puts them 
at risk.” 



Brand identity is everything for vintners in 
Oklahoma, where out-of-state competition and 
regulatory selling means double-duty tor IDs. 
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‘The Tidal School showcased an 
investment in education and serves as an 
example of how the oil industry shaped 
Oklahoma, 1 says owner Gary Schroeder. 
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Better With Age 

TIDAL SCHOOL PROVES AGE AND EDUCATION ARE WIN-WIN COMBOS. 


Drumright’s TIDAL SCHOOL vineyard and WINERY is proving wine isn’t the only thing that gets 
better with age. Built during the oil boom in 1929 by John D. Rockefeller, the building served as 
a schoolhouse for the children of Tidewater Oil Company's work force. In April 2004, owner Gary 
Schroeder completed renovation of the schoolhouse-tumed-winery, adding tasting and banquet 
rooms and an outdoor patio overlooking the vineyard. Tidal School continues the rich history 
with its Impressao red wine, which beat more than three hundred competitors tor the Lone Star 
International Wine Competition's coveted gold medal and landed a six -month stint on the wine 
list at R R Chang's in Oklahoma City. Now that's a class act — Kate Callahan 


Hardier grape varieties native to the United 
States are less risky but produce wines with 
tastes and names less familiar to the general 
public, says McCraw. Hybrids of the European 
vini feta and native grapes lind the balance 
between risk and taste and offer positive 
features of both. Expanding the market for 
the Native American wines in Oklahoma may 
depend in part on the publics willingness to 
experiment, McCraw says. 

“Sometimes I think we — and Ira including 
myself in this — get too much into name recog- 
nition, and were not willing to try something 
else. If the consuming public looks at a wine 
rack and sees Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardon- 
nay, Cabernet Franc, and Merlot, and then 
on the shelf next to it they see Chardonclle 
or Cynthiana, they say, ‘Well, I don’t know 
anything about that, so Lm not going to buy 
it. Ihe fact is, as far as the taste preference 
for hybrid and American-based wines, people 
really don’t recognize the difference that much 
if they don t know the difference.” 

MAKER'S MARK 

As diverse as the wines they make, Okla- 
homa s winemakers hail from all walks of 
life, migrating to growing grapes and making 
wine for reasons fiscal and sentimental. Along 
with plenty of pluck and savvy vitality, they 
bring imagination and determination to their 
budding ventures. 

New to the winemaking world, David 
Martin, co-owner of Deer Creek Vineyard 
near Edmond, opened an appointment-only 
tasting room in February 2005. Martin fell 
in love with grapes and winemaking after a 
family trip to Europe touring some of the 
world's foremost wine regions. Upon his 
return, he began making wine and planted a 
half-acre of grapes in 2003- Hoping to expand 
his own vineyards and establish a winery over 
the next few years, in the meantime Martin 
buys grapes from Oklahoma and Texas growers 
in the area around Lubbock, Wine isn’t his 
full-time gig yet: Martin is juggling a full-time 
job as a medical technologist while refining 
his winemaking skills, taking viticulture and 
etiology classes and marketing his wines at 
festivals and retail outlets. 

In contrast to Martin, Richard and Rose 
Kennedy, owners of Tres Suerios Vineyards 
and Winery north of Luther, are veterans of 
Oklahoma’s wine world, opening the doors 
of their winery in 1999. Richard, retired from 
the federal government in 1997, knew he 
and Rose were on to something when they 


hosted their first Nouveau Festival on the 
pine-covered picnic area next to their four- 
acre vineyard. That was seven years ago. They 
were expecting three hundred to lour hundred 
but found themselves quickly overwhelmed 
when four thousand people showed up for 
the event. Such early success hasn’t gone to 
Kennedy's head. Tie makes the quality of his 
wine paramount in every step he takes, 

Tm in this because I love this state, and 
1 love to grow things. Lve got a passion for 
Oklahoma and a passion to make wine, too,” 
says Richard Kennedy, “I like the hand-craft- 
ing of wines. Our wines show it, and our 
customers know it. It’s a science and an an: 
its kind of an expression of me. I’m an artist 
in my wine making.” 

With each winery location is another means 
of stamping its venture with distinction. 
Stable Ridge Vineyards on historic Route 66 
in Stroud located its tasting room and gift 
shop in a refurbished 1 902 church building. 
Just a few miles north, Tidal School Vineyard 
and Winery near Dmmright set up shop in 
a restored 1920s school built by John D. 
Rockefeller’s oil company and later acquired 


by J. Paul Gerry. Just south of Okemah, Grape 
Ranch nestled its tasting room and winery next 
to a magnificent old pecan grove on the banks 
of the North Canadian River, and Stone Bluff 
Cellars near Haskell reflects its name, situated 
on a bluff overlooking the Arkansas River with 
the Tulsa skyline in the distance. 

STOMP TO SELL 

After grapes are harvested and processed 
into wine, wineries face a marketing and 
selling gauntlet rife with legalities. Oklahoma 
winemakers arc currently working at the leg- 
islative level to change what they see as overly 
restrictive regulations controlling the shipping 
of wine in and out of state. The fees charged 
by large distributors preclude small wineries 
like those in Oklahoma from utilizing such 
services to ship wine, yet retail liquor stores 
and restaurants buy their wines through 
distributors and wholesalers. To reach diverse 
audiences, small wineries must hand -sell to 
restaurants and retailers, creating additional 
challenges for vintners already stretched thin 
by small -business demands. 

This requires that winemakers be deft 
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Fruits of the Vine 




Hit the Road 


marketers. Some promote their tasting 
rooms as destinations* hosting gourmet 
dinners, festivals, dinner theater, and pri- 
vate parties as a means of creating selling 
opportunities. 

Seasonal events like grape stomp in gs and 
harvest festivals bring in more people and arc 
celebratory affairs akin to the village green 
of yesteryear with music, food, and art for 
sale. Some wineries have added bed and 
breakfasts to their properties, and wineries 
within close proximity to one another are 
banding together to form wine trails. 

Greenfield Vineyards near Chandler 
opened in late summer 2005 and added a 
cultural twist to its festival. Retired air force 
veteran Mike Greenfield co-owns Greenfield 
Vineyards with his brother, Gary. Greenfield 
developed his love of grape growing and 
winemaking when stationed in Italy and 
Germany. For his winery’s holiday festival, 
he offered a sampling of German traditions 
like roasted chestnuts and a comforting hot 
wine drink, gluhwein , 


‘I love this state, 
and I love to grow 
things. I’ve got 
a passion for 
Oklahoma and a 
passion to make 
wine.’ 

— Richard Kennedy, Tres Sueitos 
Vineyards and Winery 

Other winemakers, like McBratney of 
Stone Bluff Cellars, take a holistic approach 
to create a distinctive experience for winery 
guests. Transplants from California with 
Oklahoma roots, McBratney and his wile 
Sandy became familiar with grape growing 


and winemaking by visiting California's 
wine country when it was still in its infancy. 
In particular, the McBratneys enjoyed the 
ambiance and camaraderie of small family 
wineries in the Santa Cruz Mountains 
and wanted to create something similar 
in Oklahoma. 

McBratney approaches the soil on his farm 
as a living organism and uses sustainable 
methods whenever possible to fertilize soil 
and repel pests. For guests, the McBrat- 
ney s' approach translates to delighting the 
senses by providing a friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere to enjoy the countryside and 
the good food. 

“ We have a lot of people come out and 
sit on the porch for a couple of hours just 
talking and enjoying a nice meal and relax- 
ing,” says McBratney. “Its the same way with 
the meals we offer. We start around 6:30 
p.m., and its 10 p.m. before were finished. 
Its an extended time where people can sit 
and relax. There are a lot of benefits to that 
ki nd of an environment.” 



Tour the Country 

OKLAHOMA TODAY'S WINE MAP 

With fall wine festivals under way, use this 
map to guide your excursions. Oklahomans of 
all ages are encouraged to join the fun. 

1 . Cabin Greek Vineyard & Winery, Big Cabin 

2. Canadian River Vineyards & Winery. 

Slaughtering 

3. Copper Cellar, Mcloud 

4. Deer Creek Vineyard, Edmond 

5. Girls Gone Wine, Broken Bow 

6. Grape Ranch, Okemah 

7. Greenfield Vineyard. Chandler 

8. Indian Creek Village Winery, 

Ringwood 

9. Legends Vineyard & Winery, Lindsay 

10. Moonfeathers Winery. Guthrie 
It Matura Vineyards & Winery, Beg® 

12. Nuyaka Creek Winery. BeggsfBrismv 

13. Oak Hills Winery & Vineyards, Chelsea 

14. Oklahoma Wine Company. Wewoka 

15. Panther Hills. Bessie 

16. Parsons Vineyard & Winery, Shawnee 

17. Plain View Winery, Bahama 

18. Plymouth Valley Cellars, Fairview 
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19. Prairie Wind Winery, Bums Flat 

20. Redland Juice Company, Lexington 

21. Sailing Horse Vineyards, Lake Eufaula 

22. Sparks Vineyard & Winery. Sparks 

23. StableRidge Vineyards. Stroud 

24. Stone Bluff Cellars, Haskell 

25. Summerside Vineyards, Vinita 

26. Tidal School Vineyards, Drumright 

27. Tres Suenos Vineyards & Winery, Luther 

28. Turkey Creek Vineyards, Durham 


29. Valley Vineyards & Winery, Pauls Valley 

30. Wildwind Vineyards & Winery, 

Tecumseh 

31 . Windmill Winery. Rooseveli 

32. The Wine Village, Stroud 

33. Winery of the Wichitas, Medicine Park 

34. Woodland Park Vineyards & Winery. 

Stillwater 

35. Woods & Waters Winery & Vineyard, 

Ana dark o 
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Taste What OKC's 
Been Longing For 


Visit Oklahoma City & most revered 
restaurant for dining and lounging, Enjoy 
Contemporary American cuisine with 
urban appeal 

Expect creative combinations and 
inventive tastes that will tantalize the soul. 

Branch, Lunch, Dinner, Patio, & Bar. 

nova 

4308 N. Western Ave. 

(405) 525-NOVA 
cafeN O VAokc.com 



Dine on The Paseo. 

Galileo offers fine dining in a lively, 
bohemian atmosphere. Our chefs have 
taken artistic liberties with modern 
restaurant standards and fusion cuisine 
to create an inventive dining experience. 

in keeping with its location in Oklahoma 
City’s vibrant Paseo Arts District, Galileo 
offers a diverse palette of live music, poetry' 
readings and rotating art exhibits on a 
nightly basis. Late-night diners take note: 
Galileo serves a full menu until 1 a,m* 



30(h) Paseo ■ (405) 415-7827 1 wwwgalileookc.com 




Wine on Western 



BIN 
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wme bar 


Experience Oklahoma City’s 
premier wine bar, featuring more 
than 50 wines by the glass. Tapas 
style appetizers from open to 
close. Full liquor bar available. 
Closed Sunday 


7312 N. Western Ave. 
(405) 843-0073 




Our Staff Welcomes You 
to Downtown's Newest 
Dining Destination. 

Opening Soon! Soldi will take downtown 
dining to a whole new level. 

Soldi ’s French and Continental dining room 
will showcase an extensive menu of chef Alain 
B urinous reinvigorated modern French classics 
from Provence and his native city of Grenoble. 

Located on the street level of the newly 
renovated Colcord Hotel, Soleil will be an 
urban oasis in the heart of downtown. 



Colcord Hotel 

15 N. Robinson, Oklahoma City 


Bon Appetit, OKC! 

BtSmienue a La Bagu ettt - O kl a h o m a City’s 
preferred French bistro since 1988. Join 
proprietor Michel Ruthion and his 
brother, chef Akin Buthion, for rustic 
French country cuisine and other Franco- 
culinary favorites in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Full bar, generous wine list and French 
bakery on site. Now serving breakfast 
seven days a week. 

La Baguette Bistro 

Casual Restaurant 5 Bakery 

7408 N. May Ave . 
(405)840-3047 
1 a baguettebi stm. com 













Announcing a Landmark Series 
of Centennial Collectors Issues 


Oklahoma 



i o n a v 


Oklahoma Today f the Official Magazine of the 
Oklahoma Centennial Celebration, is your ticket 
to the biggest birthday event on the planet. We 
will bring you the people, plates, and events that 
shaped our history and pave the way for a 
promising future. SUBSCRIBE NOW for just $24,95. 


Subscribe Today! ( 800 ) 777-1793 


OKLAHOMATODAY.COM 





CONTENTS 


Celebrating. promoting, empowering Oklahoma women -from Jean Warner'!; blog 


| Jean Warner is on a mission — to get more Oklahoma women 
w involved in the political process. 


J EAN WARNER OF Oklahoma City works on an 
ongoing basis to empower women and girls. 
Interested in improving the status ot women 
in Oklahoma as the general election approaches? 
Warner offers ten suggestions. 

• Get informed. You’ll find facts on Oklahoma 
women in the Oklahoma Women’s Almanac. 
The Status of Women in Oklahoma also includes 
policy proposals. 

• Learn the legislative process and monitor your 
government at the Oklahoma legislature’s web- 
site, lsb.state.ok.us, and at OKInsider.com. 

• Lobby elected officials. The Oklahoma Institute 
for Child Advocacy website, oica.org, has great 
advocacy tips. Attend the League of Women 
Voters Effective Advocacy Workshop every 
other year at the State Capitol. 

• Get active. Join the League of Women Voters 
(lwvok.org), American Association of University 
Women’s Oklahoma chapter (aauwoklahoma. 


org), or other civic groups. 

Network and build coalitions at events like the 
Oklahoma Women's Summit and the Oklahoma 
Women's Kali of Fame induction ceremony. 
Attend political party functions, Recruit and 
support women candidates, Better yet, consider 
running for office yourself. 

Attend programs like Leadership Oklahoma 
(leadershipokiahoma.com) and urge collegiate 
women to attend Oklahoma’s National Education 
for Women’s Leadership (N.E.W. Leadership) 
program, which teaches women how to become 
politically active. 

Support the Women's Foundation of Oklahoma 
(wfok.org) and its projects. 

Celebrate Oklahoma women at the Journal 
Record’s Women of the Year banquet each 
September or nominate women from your 
community for this recognition. 

Register and votel 


WONDER WOMAN 
In 2001 , Jean Warner 
cofounded the National 
Education for Women’s 
Leadership program 
in Oklahoma. She 
also maintains a blog, 
OklahomaWomen.blogspot, 
com, and a website, 
Oklahoma Worn ensNetwork. 
com, devoted to women’s 
issues. Warner was 
photographed at the State 
Capitol in front of Charles 
Banks Wilson's portrait of 
historian Angie Debo. 
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Jean Warner has a political 
point oj view* 
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OKT Profile 


Okies 


"My dream is to hoar Jimmy Webb sing Woody Guthrie 

— Greg Johnson 


Folk Hero 

Blue Door owner Greg Johnson of Oklahoma City 
talks essential Okie music , wannabes , and golf 

Greg Johnson has been a fixture in the Oklahoma City music scene since 1 993, when he 
returned to his hometown to operate the Blue Door in Oklahoma City, a house concert venue 
frequented by big names like Ramblin' Jack Elliott and Guy Clark and musicians with 
Oklahoma ties including Jimmy LaFave, Kevin Welch, and Jimmy Webb. 


What was the best show in Blue 
Door history? Any show with 
Jimmy Webb, Kevin Welch, 
Alejandro Escovedo, Dave Alvin, 
and David Lindley sure comes 
to mind. Michael Fracassos live 
reco rd i n g w i th C h arl ie Sex ton 
was also special. 


& Music , “Thunder Road” by 
Bruce Springsteen from Bom to 
Run, and “Pastures of Plenty” by 
Woody Guthrie. 

Whafs bookmarked on your com* 
puter? The Blue Door, the PGA 
tour, and the Baltimore Orioles. 


favorite living Oklahoma musi- 
cian, and Woody Guthrie would 
have to be my favorite of all 
time, since the whole singer- 
songwriter thing started with 
him. My dream is to hear Jimmy 
Webb sing Woody Guthrie, 


What are your favorite songs or 
albums? “PH Sloan” by Jimmy 
Webb from his first album Words 


Who is your favorite living Okla- 
homa musician and your favorite 
of all time? Jimmy Webb is my 


How would musicians who know 
you describe you, in five words 
or less? Song-lover, passionate, 
opinionated, fair, and crazy. 



How would you describe yourself? 

As a lovable curmudgeon. 


What question have you always 
wished someone would ask you? 
Do you want to go with me to 
Scotland and play St. Andrews? 


If you could have one extrahuman 
power, what would if be? To end 
war, prejudice, and poverty. 


What do you believe in? A world 
where creativity is nurtured, in- 
quiry is supported and encour- 
aged, and rules are made to be 
broken, but only with care. 

What do you refuse to believe? 

Tli at money equals success. 

If someone gave you a stack of 
money and told you to spend 
it in Oklahoma, what would 
you do with it? If someone gave 
me millions, f would start the 
best radio station in the history 
of Oklahoma, 


What’s the best advice you ever 
got? “Do what you love, and the 
money will follow,' 1 Fm waiting 
on the money, but its still true. 


What are you 1 00 percent commit- 
ted to? I he Blue Door and the 
art and craft of song writing* 

It you could create a song about 
yourself, who would sing it and 
what would the title be? “Blue 
Door Man in a Red Red State” 
sung by Bob Childers with the 
Red Dirt Rangers. 

Who is the best “pure” Oklahoma 
musician? Tom Skinner from 
Bristow, who combines ail that has 
come through Oklahoma — he is 
folk, country, gospel, bluegrass, 
and just wonderfully strange 
“Okie ” and he knows more songs 
than the late Doug Sahm, 

‘Who says 
left-wing 
gadflies 
can’t enjoy 
golf?’ 

—Greg Johnson 

If you could get anyone to perform at 
a Greg Johnson’s-dream-come-true 
show, who would it be? Lucinda 
Williams, who I was very close to 
for a tew years* She got a little too 
famous for that to be easy to pull 
off, but we are srill hoping. 

What advice would you give up- 
and-coming Oklahoma musicians? 

Make sure you have to be a musi- 
cian and done just want to be one 
because of whar you see on VFI 1 
or MTV Really learn your instru- 
ment and know how to com- 
mand a stage without any help 
from crib sheets or si demen. 

What's one thing most people 
would be surprised to know about 
you? 1 am an avid golfer, and 
its about as important to me 
as music is. Who says left-wing 
gadflies cant enjoy golf? 




THIS LINKS princess grew up in Enid and began 
playing golf at age seven. A star at the University 
of Tulsa, she was named an All-American four 
times and was ranked second nationally her 
senior year. In 2002, she went pro and three 
years later landed her first LPGA victory at the 
Franklin American Mortgage Championship by 
carding a season-low round of 65. In July, she tied 
for third at the U.S. Women’s Open in Newport, 
Rhode Island, and will be playing on home turf 
in the JOHN Q. HAMMONS HOTEL CLASSIC at the 
Cedar Ridge Country Club in Tulsa September 
8 through 10. Who is this Oklahoma swinger? 
Last issue's Name This Okie was Carol Duncan 
of Clinton. Check our website or next issue for 
the answer. —Kate Callahan 


T T Hole-in-One 

Honey 

She s living large on the* 
LPGA tour. 


it yet," 

??? after her first LPGA tv/n, a May 2 t 2005 s AP story 




OKLAHOMA INDIAN 
SUMMED 

Bartlesville Community Center 
09/15/2006-09/17/2006 


WOOLADOC'S COW THIEVES 
AND ODTLAVS DEDNION 

Woolaroc Ranch, Museum & Wildlife Preserve 
10/ M/2006 


FALL TEADEDS 
ENCAMPMENT 

at Crystal lake/Woolaroc 
10/07/2006-1 0/08/2 006 


Bartlesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 

201 SW Keeler • P0 Box 2366 • Bartlesville, OK 74005 • 877.273.2004 • 918.336.8708 'bartlesville.com 


WESTERN HERITAGE 
WEEKEND 

Downtown Dewey 
09/23/2006-09/24/2006 
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Wise Words 


Eight men and women with Oklahoma 
ties tell us the best advice they ever got. 


Jennifer Berry, Miss America: 
“Ter go and let God.' My 
mom said that to me a long 
time ago. Those are the few 
words 1 try to live by.* 

Burns Hargis of KFORs 
Fiashpoi nfr Do nr wo r ry 
too much about what other 
people think of you because 
the truth is, they don t think 
of you too much / This was a 
response from my dad when 
I was concerned about how 
a choice 1 wanted to make 
might look to others/’ 
Michelle Lefebvre-Carter, 
director of the Will Rogers 
Memorial Museums: “I still 
return to the wit and wisdom 
of Will Rogers: 1 We should 


never reach so high that we 
would ever forget those who 
helped us get there.”* 

Wilma Mankiller: “When 1 
was in my teens, Gustine 
Moppin, a relentlessly 
positive Klamath woman, 
advised me to try to find 
a lesson to be learned or 
something positive about 
every situation 1 find myself 
in, no matter how difficult/ 
Kem Rogers, Will Rogers’ 

grandson: “When faced with 
decisions, my father would 
always say to me, ‘Son, do 
what you led is right. Just 
do the light thing/ You can't 
really go wrong by doing the 
right thing/ 


Oklahoma Bi w 

City. HBs.nw Texas SUX gold« n i 

ale beer, m Krebs a 

tlie lace ot any Oklanow-root* 

ed— and roottno fooVbaU fan.M 
liquor Stores. suxdeabcom. 



Muriel Saunders, seventy- two, 
Northeastern Oklahoma 
University’s homecoming 
queen: “A few words my 
mother said to me, that I 
could do anything 1 wanted 
to do and be anybody I 
wanted to be/ 

Kathy Taylor, Tulsa mayor: 

“My mother and grand- 
modicr taught me the 
importance of education and 
hard work. Armed with these 
two things, they promised 
me that I could succeed at 


virtually anything to which 
1 put my heart and mind/ 
MikeTurpen of Flashpoint. '“You 
might as well be hung for a 
sheep as a goat,' my mother 
said when 1 told her I was 
running for seventh grade 
treasurer, not class president. 

I he most popular kid was 
running for president, and I 
was reluctant to risk it- 1 won 
the race and eventually those 
for Muskogee County District 
Attorney and State Attorney 
General - Thanks, Mom/ 



2006 Cherokee Art Market 

October 14 and 15, 2006 
Cherokee Casino Resort 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Cherokee Art Market features more than 200 elite Native 
American artists and benefits the Cherokee Heritage Center- 

Join us at Cherokee Casino Resort this October to see 
the Nation's finest Native American artwork. 

Call Tom Farris at (910) 728-4531 or 
visit Che rokeeArtMa rket.com. 
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p "Jinuflly foil I wrote a song that mattered to 
us, and hopefully that will translate to a whole 
bunch of Okies." - Vinr** Gill 


The stars are working overtime lor 
Oklahoma's statehood celebration, 
Vince Gill composed the new 
centennial tune 'Oklahoma Rising , 1 
while Jimmy Webb penned its 
lyrics. Along with Gill, Reba 
McEntire, inset, is serving as 
honorary cochair of the Oklahoma 
Rising CD project 


Century 

iunes 

Oklahoma Rising Revs Up 
Centennial Celebrations. 

P UMP UP THE volume on Okie 
music. The Oklahoma Rising 
Centennial CD set produced by 
the Oklahoma Centennial Com- 
mission is being released in time 
to rock Oklahoma's hundredth birthday. 

litis tribute to Oklahoma performing artists 
old and new features forty-four well-known 
tunes horn the likes of Gene Autry, Woody 
Guthrie, and Gardi Brooks plus one original 
song written and performed by Jimmy VCfebb 
and Vince Gill. 

u The first CD goes back to history with the 
wonderful talent Oklahoma has produced, and 
the second CD keeps on going with newer 
artists like Hanson, Kristin Chenoweth, 


and Carrie Underwood,” says Lee Allan 
Smith, Oklahoma Centennial projects and 
events chairman. 

Set to release by early October, the CDs' 
sales will benefit Habitat for Humanity in 
Oklahoma. In addition to contributions from 
the project's honorary cochairs Vince Gill and 
Reba McEntire, the true star of Oklahoma 
Rising )S the title song. Kept under wraps prior 
to its September 1 1 release, the tune — a little 
bit country, a little bit rock and roll — will give 
citizens a big dose of state pride. 

Says Webb, ‘“Oklahoma Rising 1 is an op- 
portunity to make a positi ve statement about 
my home state and its people. With the help 
of Vince Gill, the result has been uplifting, 
pointing to a bright future and a new pride 
each of us can feel in our Oklahoma culture 
and heritage.” — Brooke Adcox 

The Oklahoma Rising Centennial CD 
set from the Oklahoma Centennial Commis- 
sion will he fir sale at Oklahoma City-area 
7-Eleven stores . $19,95. (405) 228-2007 or 
okkhomacenten niaL com . 



Your Route 66 
Hideaway 


Two Bedroom 
Queen Sleeper 
Continental Breakfast 
Cable TV 

Pets & Kids Welcome 


Cottage on Route 66 
Bristow, OK 
( 918 ) 519-3510 


Contact Char Isle Hummel with 
Keller Williams for your 
real estate needs. 



Enjoy the area $ 

best shopping, the new Clinton House 
Museum, a great dinner and a night on 
the town. Take advantage of our free 
room -booking service. 
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THE MEN BEHIND THE CURTAIN 
Lee Allan Smith, left, and J, Blake Wade have 
spent years preparing for the Oklahoma 
centennial celebration. The two men, charged 
with handling all aspects of the state's 
one hundredth birthday, bring decades of 
leadership experience with them to the task. 


Okies 




The New 

Centurions 


"W/hat happens when you cross one huggable event plan 
ner with an administrator who could charm the seal off 
the state flag? You get J. Blake Wade, Lee Allan Smith, 
and a history-in-the-making Oklahoma Centennial, 


By Steffie Corcoran 
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Okies 


Y OU’D HAVE TO live in a cave 
not to realize Oklahoma is 
moving closer by the day to its 
diamond anniversary on No- 
vember 1 6, 2007, Reminders 
a re eve rywhere — o n bill boa rds , i n TV s po ts , 
and attached to dozens upon dozens of events 
like the Oklahoma Centennial Regatta and 
Oklahoma Centennial Book Festival* So far, 
nearly seven hundred Centennial projects 
have been approved, with a total price tag 
estimated at $100 million plus. 

J. Blake Wade and Lee Allan Smith are 
the men behind all the hoopla, and their 
influence can’t be calculated in mere cur- 
rency. Without them, the Centennial might 
be just another date on the calendar Under 
their guidance, the next sixteen months 
are guaranteed to run like clockwork and 
spark with enough flash, dash, and spectacle 
to keep Oklahomans proud well into our 
second century. 

Everyone agrees that Blake Wade and 
Lee Allan Smith are a magical combina- 
tion, one of those fortuitous collabora- 
tions bite doles out stingily. Modest and 
self-effacing, both are inclined to deflect 
attention, giving credit to sponsors, staff 
and community leaders. But that doesn’t 
stop insiders from showering their Centen- 
nial partnership, and the men themselves, 
with high praise. 


‘I think we’ve 
called each other 
and talked every 
day since 2000.’ 

— Oklahoma Centennial Commission 
executive director J* Blake Wade 
on his relationship with Lee Allan 
Smith, president of OK Events 

Two 1$ Better Than One 

An important historic architectural project 
was the impetus that forged this Centennial 
alliance. In November 2002, OK Events — a 
subsidiary of Oklahoma City-based advertising 
firm Ackerman McQueen, where Smith has 
served as president since 1 989 — coordinated 
a show to end all shows at the Capitol Dome 
dedication. Rlake Wide had been director of 
the Oklahoma Centennial Commission since 
1999 and needed someone with extensive 
event planning experience to head up the 
big dedication ceremony. Lee Allan Smith, 
whose work on the Diamond Jubilee in 1 982 
and the Olympic Festival in 1 989 Wade was 
well aware of, seemed the perfect choice. One 
meeting later, a partnership was born. 


“We have been together seven days a week, 
twenty hours a day, ever since, I think we ve 
called each other and talked every day since 
2000,” says Wade. 

“Thais about right,” Smith says* 

In a reversal of roles that has been gratifying 
personally and professionally Smith, youngest 
of four children, has become a mentor and 
elder brother of sorts to Wade, the oldest of 
five children* 

When together, the affection between the 
two is dear, characterized by spirited conversa- 
tion, laughter, and arm waving — brotherly, 
in fact* 

“Dad often talks of Blake being like a 
brother,” says Smiths daughter, Jennifer 
Kiersch. ^That’s pretty special, since Dad has 
lost all three of his brothers.” 

Wade, too, feels the familial pull, saying, 
H Jf I had a big brother, Ed hope bed be like 
Lee Allan.” 

Smiths daughter DeLec Smith has an idea 
why they work so well together. 

“1 think they make such a great team because 
they each have different interests,” she say. “By 
combining their knowledge, they are totally 

Talk about leadership. Blake Wade is known 
for both style and substance. A lengthy 
military career sculpting bis efficiency, 

Wade routinely ts handpicked to achieve the 
unachievable. Right, with wife Donna 





equipped. Flic old raying 'rwo is bee ter chan 
one applies ” 

Project Officer 

You can't help noticing that J. (for Jared) 
Blake Wade is a motto kind of guy. Amid 
Indian art and framed editorial cartoons, 
decorative quotations are scattered around 
his downtown Oklahoma City office, includ- 
ing one from Eleanor Roosevelt, “The fi.it u re 
belongs to those who believe in the beauty of 
their dreams,” great advice for a Centennial 
with high aspirations. 

Another, by Harry S Truman, reads, “it 
is amazing what you can accomplish if you 
do not care who gets the credit ” a phrase 
Wade admits he wouldn't mind seeing on 
his headstone, 

“That’s what my life has been about ” he 
says, “Its not me; Its us, we. Not seeking 
credit has been my success ” 

Indeed, success has followed Wade through- 
out his career. After a happy childhood in 
Lawton near his beloved Wichita Mountains, 
Wade enlisted in ROTC, parlaying his service 
into a long army career. In 1984, he retired 
as a major with honors including two Bronze 
Stars, three Vietnam Service Medals, and the 
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. 

After leading a successful effort to get pari- 
mutuel horseracing on the ballot in Oklahoma 
County, in 1 986 Wade was hired as deputy 
director of die embattled Oklahoma Historical 
Society, then struggling under inconsistent 
leadership and a schism between factions 
who wanted the organization to maintain 
Its small-but-familiar niche and those who 
envisioned growth and expansion. 

Bob Blackburn, executive director ofOHS, 
worked with Wade in the 1 980s and after Wade 
was named executive director in 1990, 

“He won over the board, and be won over 
the staff” says Blackburn. “He understood 
institutional direction. Blake brought a be- 
lief in structure and the personal charm and 
ability to make it work within the context 
of the society.” 

Within a few years, OHS had made a 
dramatic turnaround and was on its way to 
planning a new, state-of-the-art facility. Mean- 
while, Wades work at OHS had attracted the 
attention of Governor Frank Keating. 

In 1 999, Keating enticed Wade away from 
OHS, handpicking him to become the execu- 
tive director of the Oklahoma Centennial 
Commission, Wade’s first order of business? 
Raise the millions of dollars necessary to kick 
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Gals, Cars, and Church: They keep a man ticking. 


BLAKE WADE 


Executive Director 


SUBJECT LEE ALLAN SMITH 


CENTENNIAL TITLE 


Chairman of Projects 
and Events 


# 




October IL 1945 


BIRTHDAY 


November 13, 


19294 ^ 


2004 Chrysler 300, silver 




CAR 


2005 Lincoln Town Car, 
mint green 


My wife Donna and children 
Pat rick a nd E m i ly 

LOVE OF YOLK LIFE 

My wife and family 

y. 

Jennie Edney and 
i Georgian a Rymer 

RIGHT HAND 

Jennifer Kiersch, vice president 
of OK Events 

Be of service to Oklahoma, 

BEST ADVICE RECEIVED 

Press on. 
Don’t give up. 

Do your best, one day at 
a time. 

BEST ADVICE GIVEN 

Enjoy what you're j 

doing and be loyal, ir H 

Give it everything you have each 
day of your life. 

LIFE PHILOSOPHY 

Have many friends, TapH 


Jimmy Webb 

FAVORITE OKLAHOMA 
CELEBRITY 

Vince Gill 

m 

Teddy Roosevelt 

FAVORITE PRESIDENT 

Ronald Reagan 

Washing cars at Wade ^ 

' ORfcmobil 

Throwing papers 
for the Daily Oklahoma 


Lawton 

HOMETOWN 

Oklahoma City 

Saint Mary’s in Lawton, 
Class of ’6i 

HIGH SCHOOL 

OKC’s Classen High School, 
Class of ’47 


01), Class of 1%7 

COLLEGE 

OU, Class of 1952 


Crown Heights 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

Wilemans 5th Belle Isle 

Santa Fe and Taos with 

LAST VACATION 

La Jolla, California, with the 


Donna in 2005 

whole family three years ago 


71/2 

HOURS OF SLEEP 

4 to 7 tamom 

jn| 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma City 

CHURCH 

First Presbyterian 
in Oklahoma City 
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Even centennial visionaries need a support 
team. Lee Allan Smith's consists of his wife of 
46 years, DeAnn, and daughters Wendy Smith, 
DeLee Smith, and Jennifer Ktersch, pictured 
at far right. Smith is known for his devotion 
to Oklahoma and his loyalty to friends, 
colleagues, and family. 


off the pre-Cen ten ilia] in style by topping the 
State Capitol with a long-delayed dome. In 
addition, he was given the directive to coor- 
dinate all aspects of the states one hundredth 
birthday party. 

Keating says, "Blake was an obvious 
choice. He has the love of Oklahoma, the 
passion for history, and the persistence to 
raise awareness and the necessary funds. 
Several times when we hit snags in the Dome 
hind raising process or faced some sort of 
opposition, Blake never wavered/ 

Wildes military background, with its em- 
phasis on structure and management, armed 
him well for work on important assignments 
like the Capitol Dome. “That has always been 
the best thing I can do/ he says, “start the 
process and complete a project. So I guess 
that’s what I am, a project officer/ 

But its his people skills that really make 
Blake Wade who he is. Frank Keating says, 
“You walk away from meeting with Blake 
Wade saying, T really like that guyf He has 
the ability to he blunt and direct, yet charming 
at the same rime/ 

W^ide credits his homespun appeal to his 
Lawton upbringing. Raised by hard-working 
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parents in a close-knit family and community, 
Wade learned everything he needed to know 
about how to treat his fellow human beings 
and what it means to be an Oklahoman. 

u The old adage is that there are three ways to 
become a millionaire/ says Blackburn. “One 
is to inherit, one is to marry, and the other is 
to sell. Blake has the ability to sell. If he had 
wanted to, he could’ve been a millionaire in 
sales, but he decided to use that charm for 
public service/ 

Working side by side with him for more 
than twenty years, Centennial Commission 
administrative officer Georgiana Rymer has 
had plenty of opportunities to get to know the 
real Blake Wade — golf fanatic, devout Catholic, 
family man, and bichon frise fancier. 

“Hes a good man/ she says, "I done care 
if its someone he secs walking down the hall 
sweeping the floor, waxing the elevator doors, 
or whatever, he has a greeting for them. Hes 
just got that smile and that look about him 
that when he says, ‘How are you today?’, its 
not just something he’s saying/ 

The Right Man 

Lee Allan Smith thinks big. 

“Lee Allan Smith is the one person 
Oklahoma City cant do without/ says Ray 
Ackerman, “He can have more balls in the air 
at the same time than anybody Ive ever seen 
and not lose track of a damn thing/ 

Smith’s focus and follow-through are 
practically mythic His daughters can't guess 
how many phone calls he makes and receives 


every day, but a hundred ishtan exaggeration, 
DeLee Smith says that for as long as she can 
remember, her dad has slcpr with a pad and 
pencil on his bedside table in case an idea 
occurs to him during the wee hours. 

Smith’s get-it-done mentality is something 
his friend Bany Switzer appreciates. "When 
Lee Allan says something, its done. He makes 
things happen/ he says. 

A few hints of Smith’s essence lie within the 
sleek Oklahoma City offices of O K Events. 
First, visitors are likely to be greeted at the 
door by DeLee Smith or Jennifer Kiersch, 
making OK Events something of a Smith 
family affair. Strains of “God Bless America” 
resound on the office stereo, a patriotic Smith 
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singing along in his office. Noticeably, lie doesn’t 
have a computer, A large black and white 
photograph of ih ree young women — Delxe 
Smith, Jennifer Kiersch, and Wendy Smith, 
the youngest Smith daughter — dominates 
the north wall of Smiths office. 

Love — of family, state, and nation — -is a 
driving force in the life of Lee Allan Smith. 

A lifelong resident of Oklahoma City, Smith 
lost his father when he was twelve years old. 
His older brothers away in the military, Smith 
took it upon himself to be a good son to his 
widowed mother. In the process, he became 
an exceptional son to Oklahoma* 

“Dad just loves this state” says Kiersch. 
“He considers it almost a goal to make sure 
people across the country know how great 
our stare is ." 

Longtime friends and colleagues agree, 
Barry Switzer, who has known Smith for 
forty years, says, “He has so much love for 
his community and state that its unparalleled 
by anyone else. Every city, every state, and 
every community needs a Lee Allan Smith, 
and thank God weVe got him.” 

Vince Gill, honorary cochair of Smiths 
latest project, the two- CD music set Okla- 
homa Rising, says, “My wish is that people 
will know how hard Lee Allan is going to 
work on this and how proud he is. I kind 
of feel like just one of the hood ornaments 
on the car* In feet, I wouldn’t have gotten to 
do half the things I’ve done back home if it 
wasn’t for him ” 

Having a consummate fundraiser and vision- 
ary like Lee Allan Smith in Oklahoma means 
remarkable projects and events that rime and 
again put our state on the national map* 

Ray Ackerman, Smiths friend for fifty years 
and chairman emeritus of Ackerman McQueen, 
says, “I once heard somebody say that the 
only person raisi ng money around town who 
people love to hear from is Lee Allan Smith, 
'fh ey'd be left out if they didn't get a chance 
to get in on these mi 1 1 ion -dollar deals” 
Smith, who has raised more than S 1 5 mil- 
lion in his capacity as chairman of projects 
and events for the Oklahoma Centennial since 
2002, is modest about his fundraising. 

“1 don't think its a skill ” he says, “You just 
have to have a good product ***and guts* It 
delights me to make a call and say, 'Blake, I 
called so and so and thought f’d get $1 00,000, 
We didn't get it,.,* We got $200,000* ' 

Ike projects Smith stumps for are anythi ng 
but small potatoes: Oklahoma Centennial Boats 
in three consecutive Macys Thanksgiving Day 
parades and a Rose Bowl parade appearance 


in between, asoon-ta-be-relcascd double-CD 
set of songs by Oklahoma musicians past 
and present, and a star-studded Oklahoma 
Centennial Spectacular on Statehood Day at 
the Ford Center in Oklahoma City* 

Virtually everyone who knows him agrees 
diat no matter how masterful Lee Allan Smith 
is as visionary, impresario, or fundraiser, nothing 
holds a candle to Lee Allan, the man. 

Smith is all about respect, and disrespect of 
any kind — toward the flag, the president, traffic 
rules — merits an intervention. DeLec Smith 
says, “Dad carries a little flyer from Rainbow 
Pennant about the correct way to hang a flag 
in his car. He places them in the mailbox if 
someone is flying the flag wrong “ 


— Barry Switzer on Lee Allan Smith 

But the res a softer, yes, huggable side to Lee 
Allan Smith as well: the doting family man 
who adores his three daughters and wife of 
forty-six years, DeAnn, die die-hard sports fan 
who makes a mean peanut brittle and froin- 
scratch macaroni and cheese and insists on 
cooking hamburger patties in the oven. 

Kiersch recalls a childhood incident in 
which four of the Smiths' Lhasa apso puppies 
got stuck inside the pool drain at their home, 
“We were all crying, and we ran across to the 
golf course to find him* One of his friends 
said, 'just put a powerful hose down there 
and flush them out/” 

Instead, Smith hired a brick contractor, 
and ten thousand dollars later, the puppies 
were free* 

Says Kiersch, “His heart is as big as his 
tummy,” 

Like Meets Like 

For ail their native humility, Lee Allan 
Smith and Blake Wade brag on each other 
with the kind of gusto that suggests they ve 
been waiting for the opportunity. That mutual 
regard began immediately. 


“We just bonded” Smith says* 

“The first day we had a chance to talk, l knew 
that he and 1 wanted to do the same thing, 
and that was what’s good for Oklahoma*” says 
Wade. “The chemistry is exactly there ” 
Smith, the gifted event planner whose dreams 
are never too big to come true, is especially 
thankful that Wade, a career administrator 
who seems eternally relaxed and steady (“You 
just cant lose your cool ” he says), lets him run 
with ideas* Wade, meanwhile, handles decision 
makers at the political, organizational, and 
community levels — and does so with flair* 

“I couldn't be doing this job if it had been 
through politics” Smith says* “Nothing against 
politicians — I'm just not one of them. Blake 
knows how to deal and understands the nature 
of politics, and I don’t. I can speak freely, and 
he can spin it the right way.” 

For his part, Wade cant say enough about 
his Centennial partner. “Without him, the 
Centennial would never work,” Blake says. 
“He’s a tremendous, one-of-a-kind fundraiser, 
and he had the event planning experience 
that we would desperately need to make 
the Centennial what we all dreamed about. 
There is no price you can pay or put on Lee 
Allan Smith. Fve learned so much from him 
in every aspect of my life ” 

Widi a host of marquee activities, Tulsa will 
kick oft Oklahoma's Centennial celebration 
on November 9. Ihosc who know its two 
architects well agree that the whole shebang 
will be extra-special. 

“That is a stroke of genius, getting that 
team lined up to handle the Centennial,” 
says Ray Ackerman. 

Barry Switzer, whose old friend Lee Allan 
Smith has included him In just about every 
VIP Centennial event, says, “Boy, he's got 
an obsession with this Centennial, 111 tell 
you that* Blake and he are going to make 
us all proud,” 

Frank Keating, the man who set the entire 
affair in morion during his term of office, 
is confident that with Lee Allan Smith and 
Blake Wade at the helm, it will be an extended 
birthday bash the likes of which no one has 
ever seen. 

“They arc two of the best at what they do,” 
says Keating. “Our Centennial celebration will 
be exciting, joyous, and a fitting way to honor 
Oklahoma’s first one hundred years.” 

Oklahoma celebrates the big 1-0-0 on 
November 16, 2007, but the centennial year 
begins in Tulsa with festivities on November 8 
through 19, 2006. oklahomaeentennial.com. 
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‘Boy, he’s got an 
obsession with this 
Centennial, I’ll tell 
you that. He and 
Blake are going to 
do us all proud.’ 
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Photograph by Shane Brown 


IMAGE 

MAKERS 

THE OKLAHOMA TODAY PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT AT THE OKLAHOMA STATE CAPITOL 


September 1 8, 2006 
through November 26, 2006 


Image is everything, and at Oklahoma 
Today, we understand this. Now in 
our fiftieth year, we celebrate the men 
and women who bring this unique 
state to life in pictures* Imagemakers, an 
important exhibition of Oklahoma's best 
photographers, will feature thirty works 
re Heed ng differing views of Oklahoma 
life, landscape, and culture. 


MEET THE PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Please join us at the Imagetm km opening 
reception on Thursday, September 2 1 K from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.tti. in the North Gallery. 
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Culture 


'I'm fascinated hy science." — Sarah Wrfliums 


REMAIN IN UGHT 

Evolution of Life Underwater, above, 
is one of the forty large-scale 
Ohromogeoic prints available for 
purchase at Sarah Williams 1 exhibit 
at Mainsite in Norman, which begins 
September 8. 


Photo Synthesis 

An Oklahoma City artist gives her art a science twist. 


A COMMON THEME IN art is ingenuity. As 
science advances, new opportunities 
emerge for artistic innovation, and the 
work of Oklahoma City native Sarah Williams 
is a testament to that relationship. 

For nearly three years, Williams has been 
perfecting her method of creative expres- 
sion. She begins with old scientific papers 
onto which she sketches detailed illustra- 
tions. Next, she sprays the surface with 
cooking oil and bakes the piece, creating 
a translucent color paper negative. 

The final step occurs in the darkroom, 
where she transfers the image onto light- 
sensitive paper. The result is a photograph 
whose rainbow-flecked lines and blots 
converge into a unique abstract image. 


More than forty of Williams’ prints will 
be on exhibit at Mainsite Contemporary 
Art in Norman from September 8 through 
November 18, including several images of 
the brain illuminated by LED light boxes. 

“No matter how advanced science gets, 
we’ll never harness the natural world," 
says Williams. "We see that in the rela- 
tionship between science and photogra- 
phy. It’s still evolving, but I think there’s 
always going to be a place for traditional 
photography." — Megan Rossman 

Mainsite Contemporary Art, 

122 East Main in Norman. (405) 
292-8095 or mainsiteart.com and 
sarahwilliamshearn.com. 


5EPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2006 OKLAHOMA TODAY 


43 



Letter From Pocola 


Culture 


"The hopes and dreams of an entire town are riding on your shoulders. '“/nam the film Friday Night Lights 


Game Face 

In Pocola, Doug Kelley tells us, fall means high 
school football. 


O N FRIDAY NIGHTS in the 
fall, what it is, is football. 

In Pocola, like many 
towns, when the sun goes 
down on that last school 
day of the week, the lights come on around 
our particular field of dreams, ready to shine 
on impending glory. 

Early arrivals include the Band Boost- 
ers, opening up the concession stands and 
uncovering the order windows, making 
popcorn, and filling Crock-Pots with chili 
and thick nacho cheese. Pretty soon, two or 
three yellow buses pull in, after sometimes 
long drives, and players spill out and head 
for the visitors' locker room. Gradually, three 
or four players at a time, both teams take 
the field, bending and stretching, loosening 
tip, throwing footballs back and forth, the 
goalposts standing over them, waiting. 

lire first fans begin taking scattered 
seats on metal bleachers or stand by the 
fence, resting elbows on the chainlink rail, 
conversations sometimes about football but 
just as likely about nearly anything else. The 
stands fill, the refs meet on the field, and 
the band takes its place at the far end of 
the bleachers. Finally, the local ambulance 
arrives, just in case, parking by the end 
zone fence where the view is good. 

The “Star-Spangled Banner” is sung, and 
the game gets under way. If we are lucky, 
the weather is perfect for fall football, with 
a chill that makes the still night air as crisp 
as a cold lettuce salad. 

The sounds of the game are just as sharp. 
The signals from the quarterback are clearly 
audible to those sitting In the stands, and 
when the play goes in motion, the fans 
hear the grunts of exertion and clacking of 
helmet upon helmet. They are the sounds 
of battle, a delight to the fathers living 
vicariously and at the same time a source 
of despair to anxious, protective mothers, 
those reluctant but ardent supporters of 
Number 20, Number 85, their boy un- 
recognizable in his helmet and pads if not 
for the number on the jerseys. 

All the boys do their high school best 


to advance up and down the field, even 
though it sometimes seems that neither 
team really wants to move the football. 
The coaches stalk and stomp up and down 
the sidelines, willing their young charges 
to remember the playbook or, at the very 
least, to hit, hit, hit. 

At halftime, band members step onto the 
field, where they perform the remarkable act 
of playing a musical instrument while keeping 
step in complex patterns of march, order, and 
harmony made all the more remarkable by 
the fact that, as a small school, every band 
student is used, juniors and seniors all the 
way down to seventh grade beginners, little 
uniforms mixing and marching with those 
much taller. Usually, at least one or two of 


the marchers Is in football uniform, players 
having thrown off their helmets and taken 
up their trumpets, allowing them to miss the 
coach's halftime barrage. 

Friday night football is, no doubt, a cul- 
tural phenomenon. It is civic pride, bragging 
rights, something to talk about at the feed 
store on Saturday morning. The experience 
will leave players with fond memories that 
last a lifetime, especially if the team is good 
enough to win. But more often, the high 
school field is simply a gathering place, 
where a football game is the purpose but 
not necessarily the focus. Conversations in 
the stands run the full range, from trucks 
and tractors to new shoes and recipes. 

“Oh, you'll love this!" someone says, 
certain enough to raise the voice above a 
hundred others. 

And we do. We love the community, the 
act of gathering in a place to sit together and 
visit, to catch up on everyone's week. If the 
home team breaks a tackle or two and the 
players swarm up the field for a big gain, 
so much the better, 
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Oklahoma State Bi 

^295. bcclai^ ^ om 


Step Back in Time, 


Experience European "Style ambiance 
and a taste of our a ward" winning wines. 


Located on Old Route 66 in downtown Stroud. 


Open Sunday Noon - 5 p.m. and 
Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m* - 6 pan. 


Awarded 2006 Innovator ofThelear 
by I lie Journal Record. 


SPARKS 


VINEYARD & WINERY 

(918) 987-0001 www.thewin.evil Iage.com 
(877) 669-8893 Vfwwaparhsvineyard.com 


Day won the library s Narrator 
of the Year award in January for his 
work recording magazines Cowboys 
&lndmm and Oklahoma Today . 

“Blindness has touched my 
family” says Day* whose grandfa- 
ther* grandmother* and great-aunt 
all lived with limited or no vision, 
“so I felt this was a means for me 
to help out in a small way." 

Paul Adams* director of the 
OLBPH recording studio* ap- 
preciates Days service. 

“When he called us a eouple of 
years ago* it was like a godsend. 
Wc always need dedicated people 
and great voices*" Adams says. 

Day makes the four- hour 
mundtrip drive to the Ol .RPH in 


TT7* THAT A DIFFEJ^NCE 
\ \ / a Day makes. 

T V Tulsa news anchor 
Craig Day is lighting the lives 
of the blind with his service to 
the Oklahoma Library for the 
Blind and Physically Handi- 
capped (OLBPH). 


Oklahoma City from his Gwassu 
home once a month. For Day* 
reading about his home state in 
one of his favorite magazines is 
hardly a sacrifice. 

“IVe read Oklahoma Today 
for years*" he says. “When the 
opportunity came up to narrate 
it, I was tickled to do it.” 

If Day and other volunteers can 


make a aitterence tor one library 
patron* then theyVe accomplished 
their mission* he says, “If we can 
contribute to one persons quality 
of life, that's what its all about" 
—Kimberly Mauck 

Oklahoma Library for the Blind 
and Physically Handicapped , (800) 
523-0288 or library.state.ok. us/. 


Halcyon Days 

'ssz&r* 


In a Day s Work 

Anchorman Craig Day’s volunteer 
work benefits the blind. 
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Learn About This 



Culture 



F un For All Seasons 


SkpTEmbkk Pittsburg County Free Fair * Shrine Circus 
{ )<: I ( mi; It Toogft Man Contest * Old Town Festival * Fall Funfest 
\ < >\ KMBKR Southeast Oklahoma Arts & Crafts Show • Kiamichi ^mlt Show 
Oklahoma Heritage Day Luncheon • Veterans Day Reception 
Dec: kmbeu Parkway of Lights • Christmas Parade of Lights 

(918) 420-EXPO 
www.cityofmcalester.com 
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Global Oklahoma showcases more than 25 international 
cultures with exhibits, entertainment, food, art, 
children’s activities and school displays. 

ROSE STATE COLLEGE 

1-40 & Hudiburg Drive • Midwest City, OK 
www.rose.edu * (405) 736-0313 
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Show and Tell 

Fresh Fall Offerings 


Girl Talk 

An Oklahoma City native is trading in 
a tough-talking socialite — Karen Walker, 
the role that won her an Emmy on Will 
& Grace — for an hour-long slice of life. 
The Megan Mull ally Show, premiering 
September 18, will feature stars and regular 
people in a talk show Mullally calls “fresh 


A TRIO OF BOOKS by and about 
Oklahomans is ushering in the Cen- 
tennial, On August 3U the Oklahoma Arts 
Institute and HAWK Publishing Group 
released Equal justice ; The Courage of 
Ada Sipuel by First Lady Kim Henry and 
William Bernhardt, 
From Blue Devils to 
Red Dirt; The Colors 
of Oklahoma Music by 
John Woo ley and Four 
Arrows & Magpie: 
A Kiowa Story by 
M. Scott Mo mad ay. 
Daiquartz.com. 



Crime & Punishment 


A blockbuster in the making? On October 10, 
John Grishams The Innocent Man; Murder 
and Injmtice in a Small Town (Doubleday 
$28.^5} hits stores, Grishams first nonfiction 
work recounts the 
life and death of 
Ada resident Ron 
Williamson, who 
spent twelve years 
in prison for a 
murder he didtu 


The 

Innocent 
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Oklahoma Wine Country 



KLAHOMA’S LARGEST WINERY 



TIDAL SCHOOL 

VINEYARDS 

“Have a California-Style Wine Country Experience, 
Right Here in Oklahoma!" 


In Oklahoma, all roads lead to Drumright. Built in the 1920s during Oklahoma's 
original oil boom by John D. Rockefellers oil company and later acquired by 
J, Paul Getty, this 8,0 00 sq. ft. historic school building has been restored and 
transformed into Oklahoma’s premier winery and vineyard. An opportunity to have 
a California-style wine country experience, right here in Oklahoma. 

* Open Daily, Free Tours & Tastings * Weekend Events 



Tj.viw | i j 

TidJl SchfldVjiieyjf$l m the 
Nation*! Registry d ifatorit Plant. 


TOLL FREE: B66.ZSS.190) www.tidalschool.com 



NUYAKA, OK 

www. nuyakarTcek.CGrn 
App oin tm ents / Directions: (918) 756-S4&5 
Vineyard: (918) 756-7568 


Relaxed Country Charm 

Sample a rich variety of locally 
produced, handcrafted fruit and 
berry wines while enjoying lavish 
country scenery and a welcoming 
atmosphere. 

Specializing in elderberry wine* 
renowned* for in therapeutic benefits. 
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Visit out winery, enjoy 
lunch, shopping, out 
charming scenery, and 
our wines , . . or pick up our 
international award-winning wines at 
your local liguot store 

ST ^ E /# LUFF 

A C ella 

www.stonebluffcellars.com 


Haskell, OK 


918 - 481-5655 



History Is Opening For Business. 

Located on the site of the now dissolved town of Plymouth, 
you'll find the best in Oklahoma wines, tours and tastings. 
Available only at the winery are red, blush, white and ice 
wine, made from grapes harvested when frozen. Also enjoy 
premier non-alcoholic grape juice, and many other items From 
our gift shop, 

PLYMOUTH VALLEY CELLARS 

opening September, 2006 

Open Daily • Tours Welcome 

Fairview, OK 
(580) 227-3207 

www.plymouthvalieyceUars.coTn 
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An excerpt from a slightly embellished memoir-in-progress 

The Edge of 

Tahlequah 


Novelist Teresa Miller writes about 
an inglorious venture into the dra- 
matic arts, sidestepping her way 
onto New York's literary scene, and 
the many virtues of Peyton Place . 

W HEN l WAS growing up in Tahlequah, 
wondering how to get to bigger and more 
noteworthy places, my grandmother tried 
to teach me the essence of maps, “Traveling 
is a matter of heart, nor miles," she liked to 
remind me every time we set out in her '65 Buick. “Did I ever 
tell you about my wonderful trip to. . To hear Grandma tell it, 
she'd been around the world without ever leaving the Midwest, 
but when she spoke of London, she meant London, Arkansas. 

I only halfway listened to Grandmas road talk. 1 spent most 
of my car time in the back seat with a Texaco atlas, looking for 
shortcuts to the starred cities that rated pages of their own. Chi- 
cago, Hollywood, New York— they were never on our itinerary, 
so Ed match my fingertips to the atlas legend, counting off the 
miles to less exciting destinations. I became preoccupied with 
“arriving” It never occurred to me that I might be missing a lot 
of important landmarks en route. 

Grandma, on the other hand, was a relentless sightseer and re- 
sorted to jingles of Oklahoma place names ro keep me entertained: 
“Sallisaw — Hen rye tea— Wagoner — Bushy head," Shed traveled the 
same roads more than once in her life but still longed to make 
each trip memorable, even if we were just crossing borders to pay 
our respects to old neighbors* “See that little clearing," she’d point 
out to me, slowing down to tourist speed* “Grandpa and 1 once 
had a flat right about there, got into a big fight, then decided to 
make a picnic of it." Bur 1 wasn't interested in her fkt-to-picnic 
tale. I was young and determined to really go places — literally 
and figuratively* 

OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 


At that stage in my life, 1 wanted to be a dramatic actress — em- 
phasis on dramatic — because I’d spent my formative years before 
the television set, watching high-powered, ed ge - □ f-y o u r-sca t 
melodramas like Queen for a Day > The Secret Storm, and The Edge 
of Night My father and grandparents were wonderfully progressive 
in that way, allowing my brother and tnc full access to uncensored 
television. Not because they were negligent* They just fell that life 
itself had already placed too many restrictions on us. 

The only program off-limits at Grandmas house was The 
Waltons. Grandma believed that we were such a quirky family 
ourselves that tuning in to the well-balanced Walton clan might 
give us unrealistic expectations — -plus put undue pressure on 
our more eccentric relatives. She caught me midshow one night* 
just as John Boy was telling his grandmother that he wanted to 
be a writer. Dutifully, 1 switched the channel to Peyton Place, 
prompting Grandma to smile with relief as 1 focused instead 
on Allison MacKenzies lingering coma. “Thats more like it,” I 
could imagine her saying, as she pulled up a chair and watched 
with me. Allison, by the way, wanted to be a writer, too, but I 
wasn’t making connections yet. 

Eventually I became a student as well as a fan of Peyton Place * 
When 1 graduated from high school and applied for the summer 
acting program at New Yorks American Academy of Dramatic 
Arts, I even lusted acting experience with Dorothy Malone on 
my resume. By that time, Dorothy, a.k.a. Allisons mother, and 
I had spent a lot ofThursday evenings together. Ours just wasn't 
a reciprocal relationship. 

My application must have been convincing, because I was 
almost immediately accepted into the academy on the condition 
that I do a final audition. I flew to New York, the biggest star on 
anybody’s map, and performed one of Blanches monologues from 
A Streetcar Named Desire . One very complimentary evaluator 
noted that I must be a method actress, tor I was still in charac- 
ter — southern drawl intact — a full hour after my performance. 
Somehow, it failed to dawn on these theater professionals that, 
as a fourth -gene rat ion Oklahoman, 1 had a genuine claim to the 
drawl, even to a pronounced twang. 

1 had a short run at the academy. The director herself called 
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me to her office a few days later and delivered a somber assess- 
ment on behalf of the entire faculty: “You simply cant continue 
to perform Shakespeare saying woodman. It is so un- Elizabethan 
and so not New York. Have you ever considered any other profes- 
sion?" I told her Ed given some thought to becoming a writer, 
to which she quickly responded, “Then that’s what you must 
do- — -immediately!” So at her suggestion I returned to Tahlequah 
to pursue my writing career, 

1 had always loved books — they'd taken me the places Grandma 
couldn't. Early on. I'd been a fan of the Nancy Drew stories, but 
Ed lost interest in them after discovering that Carolyn Keene 
was a publishing-house pseudonym. There had been lots of 
Carolyn Keenes, just like there'd been lots of Lassies, and I was 
story-beholden to the authors who owned their names. Seeing 
their pictures on book jackets and reading their mini-biographies 
made my fictional departures all the more credible. 

The first novel that had made a profound impression on me 
was Betty Smith’s A The Grows in Brooklyn , which I'd discovered 
while I was in seventh grade. Not only did I relate to Betty's 
adolescent heroine, I also became intrigued by the author herself 
After all, we’d been to Brooklyn and back together, and I bought 


my next Betty Smith title without even reading the jacket copy. 
Needless to say, Joy in the Mornings the mildly explicit story of a 
young married couple, was a tantalizing read for a teenager — and 
a risky one. My math teacher caught me secreting the book in- 
side Adventures in Algebra and sent me to the principal's office 
for dog-earring page thirty-seven. Clearly, Betty and Ed crossed 
boundaries together. 

Still another book, The Hunt for the Czar by New York reporter 
Guy Richards, had transported me to Bolshevik Russia and taken 
my reading experience to a whole new level — author contact. 
Though purportedly nonfiction, the book made the fanciful claim 
that the Romanovs had escaped assassination and were living 
in luxurious safe havens around the world. Before leaving for 
my New York audition, I wrote Richards a letter, asking if we 
could meet while I was in the city to discuss the book in more 
detail. He agreed, but due to my “artistic differences" with the 
academy, I didn't have time to follow up with him — or to get 
friendly with the Romanovs, 

To this day, my family thinks of this first New York trip as a 
Law & Order episode that just never came to fruition. 

When 1 got hack home — safe, but just as determined to leave 
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Teresa Millers best- known literary effort may 
have nothing to do with her own writing at all. 
Here ; Earl Hamster, creator of The Waltons, 
shares his affection for Miller and her biennial 
Celebration of Books in Tulsa , 

Far from the placid shores of the Pacific Ocean, far from 
the rocky coast of the Arlan tic, far from any body of water, 
unexpectedly, there is a very special lighthouse. It is located in 
die rolling hill and pasture country ofTulsa County, and tr sends 
out a beacon to readers and writers alike — the Oklahoma Center 
tor Poets and Writers. 'fhe keeper of the flame is a remarkable 
woman named Teresa Miller. 

Some people love bcxiks as well as those who read and 
write them. Teresa Miller is possessed by the written word, 
by those who put them to paper, and by those who read 
them. As executive director of the center, she assembles 
aut hoi's of international renown as well as the aspiring 
writer and those who love reading, Mere, these fortunate 
folks, under Miller s guidance, enter into panel discussions, 
read excerpts, show their films, respond to questions from 
the audience, sell and autograph their works, and mingle 
with fans, other writers, and attendees. 

In person. Miller is an unassuming, down-to-earth 
realist. An author in her own right, she is an accomplished 
public speaker and interviewer* She has a wicked sense 
of humor and an Oklahoma drawl that is most endear- 
ing. All of this comes together in a loving, modest, and 
uncommonly attractive package with a heart as big and as 
generous as that fabled state she celebrates, 

I have been a guest at the Celebration of Books and 
have come away nurtured, enriched, refreshed, encour- 
aged, and strengthened in my 
resolve to be a better writer 
and to help someone who 
may be starting out on his or 
her own literary journey. And 
if that fledgling writer is truly 
blessed, he or she will some- 
day experience the radiance 
of Teresa Millers lighthouse 
on the Oklahoma prairie. 

— Ear! Hamner lives in Studio 
City \ California. 
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again — Grandma rook me on another drive and directed my atten- 
tion to a new Chamber of Commerce billboard that read: “Are you 
sure you couldnt find it in Tahlcquah?” A graduating senior bad 
already spray-painted a big red X over it and in, asking the more 
profound question: “Are you sure you couldnt find Tahlequah?” 
I didn t have a good answer for Grandma — or myself — except 
that like many young Oklahomans, I chafed at the stereotypical, 
Crapes of Wrath image many had of our state. The very fact that 
I d been expelled from acting school because of my accent only 
accentuated those feelings, and I started taking issue with Grandma 
herself whenever she said, “1 reckon,” which, 1 believed, was too 
Oklahoma-sounding to serve any of us well. 

My professional writing career almost got off to a promising 
start. I was hired by the Cherokee County Chronicle to write a weekly 
column that listed all the traffic violations, assault charges, and 
divorce petitions filed in Talilequah, "AboutTahlequah” — generic 
and personal at the same time — soon became one of the most 
popular columns in the paper. One week 1 even filled in as layout 
artist, putting together what 1 thought was an especially eye-catch- 
ing edition, but the calls started coming in the minute the paper 
hit Main Street. I'd inadvertently placed an arthritis ad that said, 
"Don't wake up with that stiff feeling” next to the obituaries. I 
was immediately dismissed, and "About Tahlequah” became the 
platform for another local writer 

By that time, I was ensconced in the English program at our 
local university, where writing and literature courses became 
my consolation and inspiration. I was particularly drawn to a 
specialty group of southern w r riters — those still writing from 
their hometowns— -and tried to establish contact with them as I 
worked on my first novel, I knew that Harper Lee, author of the 
classic To Kill a Mockingbird, lived in Monroeville, Alabama, and 
I called Monroeville Information, asking for her phone number. 
I he operator replied, “Honey, Harpers numbers unlisted, hut 
she lives with her sister Alice, and I II give you Alice's number,” 
Sure enough, it worked, and 1 had a delightful conversation with 
Harper, which I forgot almost instantly because I was so heartened 
to realize that one of Americas greatest authors was only a book 
and a phone call away. 

The highlight of my author-seeking years w r as visiting Eudora 
Weity at her home in Jackson, Mississippi. 1 thought her story, “A 
Worn Path,” was one of the most stunning character portraits Td 
ever read, and I convinced a friend that we should drop by to sec 
the famous writer en route to a meeting in New Orleans, Td gotten 
Ms, Wei ty s address from Contemporary Authors and was too naive 
to realize we might be intruding. To Ms. Wekys enormous credit, 
she was gracious and trusting enough to invite us inside. 

My plan had been to chat with Ms, Weity about the subtleties 
of her own work and to seek advice about my novel in progress, 
but she was preoccupied, not with metaphors, but heat. Her 
furnace was out, and we spent our time together, fledging writer 
and Pulitzer winner, talking about how hard it was to find good 
repairmen. A few months later, she was scheduled to appear on 
Dick Cavett s television interview program, and I persuaded 
Grandma to stay up late so she could experience Ms, Weity s 
eloquence for herself. 1 can t recall Cavett $ lead-in line, but 
toward the end of the interview, Ms. Weity responded with the 
phrase, “Do you reckon?” My grandmother didn't say a word, 
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but she cut her eyes toward me, letting me know that she had, 
indeed, been validated. 

The novel I was working on at that time was rejected by virtually 
every publisher in the country. As was my next novel. Both books 
had been set in exotic locales Id hoped to visit one day. It wasn't 
until I finally located a story in rural Oklahoma that l caught 
the attention of Ne%v York agents and got my first publishing 
contract. The irony didn't escape me, bur I was quick ro explain 
that my focus on Brady, the fictional town in Remnants of Glory , 
was merely a matter of expedience. And ye s, it did bear a striking 
resent b l a n ce to Tahl cq uah . 

The name of my new publisher was Seaview, which I found 
very poetic, very coastal, but I still had a lot to learn about pub- 
lishing hierarchies, I was actually into the final draft of ihe book 
before my agents explained that Seaview was an imprint and that 
l was, in fact, working for Playboy Enterprises. Playboy had been 
banned in Tahlequah, and women in shrouds were stalking local 
businesses that sold the magazine. My career, I feared, was going 
to be jeopardized by the same community-' think that had sent 
me to the principals office with Joy in the Morning . Thankfully, 
my Playboy connection wasn't ou ted until years later. Still, only a 
person with a healthy regard for money would have risked taking 
a bunny-embossed check to a Tahlequah bank during the 1 980s, 
1 had nightmares. 

As Remnants moved closer to publication, I began receiving 
marketing questionnaires from Seaview s publicity department, 
trying to target ways to promote the novel. At one point, I was 
asked to list all of the celebrities living in Tahlequah who might 
endorse the book, t wrote back that the only celebrity Tahlequah 
had ever produced was Mr. Ed, the talking horse, but unfortu- 
nately be d passed away, 

“Let’s get her looking 
vulnerable,” I heard the 
director say. And for just a 
moment, I was homesick. 

Inadvertently, Id given Seaview publicists their angle — Country 
Girl Writes Her Way to the Big Apple. I wasn't thrilled with the 
concept, but at least I was going to New York and appearing in a 
promotional film. The climax of the film had me standing atop 
the Empire State Building, staring down with wonderment at the 
city itself. My only prop was a visitors map, featuring a cover shot 
of the Statue of Liberty and a brighrly colored, oversized legend. 
“ Lets get her looking vulnerable,” I heard the director tell his 
crew, and for just a moment then, as l contemplated the distance 
beyond my fingertips, l was homesick. 

Remnants of Glory was officially released in 1981, when I was 
twenty-eight years old, and covered nearly a century in heroine 
Kate Dexters life, beginning with Oklahoma statehood. The time 
span had been tricky for me, because Ld had to develop transitions 
from one era of Kates story to the next. On one of our drives to 


The host and executive producer of QETA’s Writing Out Loud 
and an assistant professor at QSU-Tulsa, Teresa Miller is widely 
regarded as Oklahoma's premier promoter of literary talent. 


Muskogee, Grandma had given me a suggestion. “Why don’t you 
say, And the next seven years passed smoothly?” I explained that 
it just wasn’t that easy to fast-forward fiction. 

Ironically, though. Remnants of Glory did seem to accelerate 
the passage of time in my own life. Grandma and I made one 
last trip together — to nowhere in particular — and beaded into 
Tahlequah from the south so she could savor her favorite view 
of the town. That's when she confessed that she'd always wanted 
to go to Hawaii; she'd just never found the right time. It was a 
critical juncture for us. Grandma and 1 had traveled farther than 
i d realized. "So go to all the places you've read about," she said. 

“ Write about them yourself, just be sure to. . She didn't need to 
finish. I understood. Our personal landmarks — those Oklahoma 
clearings she'd pointed out to me — would help me find her and 
myself again. 

I’d temporarily lost my voice as a writer and started teaching 
English at a community college in Claremore, a ninety-minute 
commute. One day, I got stuck behind a family bulging from the 
cab of a pickup truck. The more 1 honked, the more they smiled 
and waved back at me. Then 1 saw their bumper sticker: Honk If 
You Love Jesus. They'd mistaken my frustration for affirmation; 
we were going the same way but thinking in different directions. 

That's how we traveled the next thirty miles, and before long, despite 
myself, I began to catch glimpses of Oklahoma whizzing past my 
window. Gradually 1 slowed down of my own accord. It was spring, 
the red h uds were in bloom, and I was on my way home. 

The Celebration of Books is September 29 and 30, Held at venues 
across Tulsa hut primarily at the OS U -Tulsa campus, this years two-day 
event hnngs to town such luminaries as novelist Pat Conroy and editor 
Gail Collins of the New York Times’ editorial page* Tickets range from 
$25 to $65, (918) 594-8215 or poetsandwritersMkstate.edu. 
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" splendor in the trees 

Located in southeastern 
Oklahoma’s San Bois Mountains, 
Lake Carlton at Robbers Cave 
State Park is an ideal place to 
spend an autumn day. If it's 
too chilly to dive into the water, 
visitors can rent a paddieboat 
or canoe and float beneath the 
electrified colors of maple, elm, 
and oak trees or hike along one 
of the park's many trails. 
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TRIKING BROWNS, REDS, YELLOWS, An array of outdoor activities gives visi- 
and oranges are vivid reminders tors a chance to interact with the riches 
of why we love autumn in Okla- of the season. Nature lovers can hear the 
homa. They’re on full display at satisfying crunch of leaves underfoot during 


Lake Carlton, located just past 
the main entrance into Robbers Cave State 
Park near Wilburton. 

The forest surrounding Lake Carlton 
boasts a number of hardwood trees, allow- 
ing the flame of fall to spread across the 
landscape and drop golden-hued leaves 
in its wake. 

“I can't think of a place in Oklahoma 
with as much lush, heavy vegetation in the 
fall as we have here,” says park manager 
Bruce Borremans. 


a horseback ride, hike the trails circling the 
lake, rent canoes and paddleboats, or fish 
for trout or bass at Lake Carlton. 

Whatever the activity, lighter crowds, 
colorful foliage, and crisp, cool air make 
Lake Carlton a spectacular choice for relax- 
ing into fall. —Kate Callahan 

Robbers Cave State Park is located in the 
San Bois Mountains, four miles north of Wil- 
burton on State Highway 2. (918) 465-2565 
or oklahomaparks.com. 
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A cool dip in Luke Carlton 


Gardener Spotlight 

Mary Logan Wolf';: garden 
of earthly delights 


Adventure 55 

Contributor Chad l ove takes 
to the trail 


Pest in Show 

A day in the fife of one red 
harvester ant 


J By ml tl ^October it's got that colorful fall foliage" 
— Brace Barremans, Robbers Cave Slate Park manager 
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“Don't be afraid; Try new plants, move stuff around, divide and conquer.' 

— Mary Logan Wolf 


ft 

s 


l 

(A 


1 


Garden Chick Chic 

Our search for a garden diva led us straight to contributor Mary Logan Wolf 


ARY LOGAN WOLF'S 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
backyard is a perennial 
source of inspiration. 
Flower beds lined with 
a souvenir rock collection and Route 66 
collectibles sprouting in unexpected places, 
Wolfs garden is her own personal Eden. 

“1 follow no working plan or formal de- 
sign, but gosh, what a great ideal Fll never do 
things by the book, but Fm willing to accept 
the consequences,” Wolf says. 

Those consequences have become a wildly 
unique personal refuge. Want to put down 
roots in your own little piece of the outdoors? 
Wol f has a lew ti ps . — Kim be rly M a u ck 

"Use objects that have personal meaning for 
you or objects that just make you smile. If you 
like the shape of thattractor spring, by all means 
find a way to incorporate it in your garden.” 

"Make it your sanctuarv. A garden should 
honor your personality and your time com- 
mitment. Recognize that your preferences will 
change; allow yourself to express this in your 
landscape, and youll continue to enjoy it.” 


1 
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N You don't have to drop big bucks on your garden. 
I harvest seeds from plants 1 find in the wild, 
and Ive been known to dig up one or two and 
transplant them at home. As for the hardscape, 
my husband’s grandmother passed along this 
wonderful tradition: She collected “SOUVBWR " 
ROCKS from her travels and used them to line 
her flower beds. When she moved to a retire- 
ment home, she gave me these wonderful 
rocks— lava, granite, river rock, quartz, and 
even petrified wood. Now r I've adopted her 
strategy and collect rocks myself,” 

"SHOP THE CURBS on Big Junk Day for ev* 
erything from discarded pots to old wooden 
shutters— they're great for vines, If you find this 
shameful, go at night, borrow your neighbor's 
truck, or wear a big hat and sunglasses.” 


She may lack maids all in a row, but in the fall, 
Mary's garden grows with purple coneflowers, 
catmint, mums, and wild asters, to name a few. 
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The Great Plains Trail of Oklahoma's 700 drtvable miles include thirteen loops that lead to 
more than 130 sites, many of which visitors can explore on foot. 


Go West, Man 

A new 700-mile trail system loops through western Oklahoma. 


T IS AXIOMATICTHATTHE harder 
a place is to reach, rhe less it will 
be visited and, invariably, the less 
people will care for it. Citizens of the 
Panhandle and extreme northwest 
part of the state have known this for years, 
watching tourist attention and dollars either 
Hock to the more easily accessible parts of 
our own state or drive through without 
stopping on the way to bet ter' known des- 
tinations out west. 

The outside world can now more easily 
explore the many hidden jewels awaiting 
discovery in the western part of the state, 
thanks to the Great Plains Trail of Okla- 
homa, Ihc trail, opened in April, is actu- 
ally a seven -h un d red- mile autoroute with 
thirteen loops highlighting local flora, fauna, 
and geology. The trail opens a window to 


a world dedicated prairie rats have quietly 
been exploring lor years, and it gives travelers 
an opportunity to see things they may have 
never even heard of much less witnessed. 

Take pi ay a lakes, for instance. In the 
wet season, these mysterious, ephemeral 
pools dot the Panhandle and northwestern 
counties like a shimmering necklace of 
sapphires, attracting a staggering number 
and diversity of migratory birds. They are a 
wondrous sight right in our own backyard, 
and there's a loop of the trail dedicated 
specifically to them. 

The organization responsible for the trail, 
the Oklahoma Wildlife and Prairie Heritage 
Alliance (owpha.org), has printed maps and 
installed signage along much of the route, 
making exploration of the states western half a 
tank of gas away. — Chad Love 
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Pest in Show 

By Gordon Grice 

Illustrations by Debby Cotter Kaspari 


TAKING on the RED HARVESTER ANT, one 
MAN DISCOVERS the VENOM and VIGOR 
of a NATIVE INSECT 

T HIS SUMMER, TAKE a walk down a country road 
anywhere in Oklahoma, and youVc likely to see patches 
where die dirt is littered with gravel. Lxiok closer, and 
you’ll see the gravel forms a circle or maybe a crescent. 
At its center, youll find a hole as thick as a pencil. 
Issuing from the hole, if the days not too hot or wet, you 11 see big 
ants, each around a quarter of an inch long. 

You can find the dens of red harvester ants any spring or sum- 
mer in open ground across the state. Each opening is die portal 
to a vast society, mostly hidden from view. A harvester ant colony 
may consist of 12,000 ants, most of which stay inside the tunnels 
and chambers. The ones you see on the surface, foraging for seeds 
and dead insects to feed the whole colony, are the oldest and most 
dispensable workers. The deepest chambers may lie ten feet down. 
Although the workers die off every year, the queen, and the colony 
itself may last for twenty years, often in the same spot. 

But you cant see all this. Usually its the foraging workers you 
notice. You have to allow some leeway on their alleged redness. Some 
are a translucent red-brown, like a blood blister. Some are half-red, 
half-black. They are shockingly durable. Often 1 have accidentally 
stepped on one, only to see it continue on its way after a slight stag- 
ger, as if shaking off a fit of dizziness. 

Once 1 saw a man try to exterminate a colony of harvesters that 
had established itself in a driveway. He drenched a square yard of 
ground with gasoline and poured a few quarts directly into the pebble- 
lined entrance. Then the man (who apparently was not conversant 
with the principles of environmentalism) lit a match and dropped 
it, 1 gazed into the fire, and inside it the ants were raging, trying to 
attack the flames with their mandibles. I put a stick into the flames 
and watched the ants scale it faster and more frantically than the fire 
could. Their red-and-black bodies turned brown, but they did not 
wither and curl in on themselves fora long time, I had to throw the 
stick aside before they could reach me with their stingers. 

As a boy with an unwelcome interest in their habits, I was stung 
many times, the ants anchoring themselves to my flesh with their 
mandibles and wrenching themselves into preposterous convolutions 
to bury their stingers in me, Ihey were willing to die to hold their 
stingers in my flesh. Once an ant trapped in my jeans waited six 
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hours to take offense, and when it did, it managed a great many sdngs 
before my mother understood what was wrong with me and, to my 
embarrassment, de-pantsed me and threw me into a soda bath. On 
my thigh, a patch of hide the circumference of a baseball protruded 
like a red relief map. By way of giving comfort, my mother assured 
me she had ground the offender into the carpet with a shoe. 

As a public service to readers, Ive taken it upon my adult self to 
get bitten. I approach a den outside a fenced baseball diamond in 
Guy mon. It is easy to spot; Although the field is mostly covered 
with buffalo grass, a disk as wide as an end table lies bare around 
the entrance, cleared by the ants themselves. They can clear away 
plants more imposing than grass; sometimes they take up resi- 
dence beneath a bush and kill the bush by gnawing its roots for 
a few years. Sometimes they annoy farmers by clearing a patch 
in, say, an alfalfa field. Bur these annoyances done amount to any 
economic significance. 

Its midmorning this day. I’ve learned not to wait too late, because 
the heat sometimes persuades them to knock ofl at noon or one, and 
they may not bother to come back to work until the next morning. 
I'm determined to make enough of a pest of myself that some poor 
ant will have no choice but to retaliate. As I recall from childhood, 
this will not take too much effort, 

[ pick on an isolated ant making her way along a trail theyve carved 
through the grass. Three such trails lead from the cleared area. I put 
my finger in her path. 

She goes around, her disproportionately big head bobbing side 
to side. All worker ants, by the way, are sterile females. Workers are 
easily distinguished from queens and males by shape, size, and the 
absence of wings, 

I stick my finger across the path. This time, she climbs over it. 
Next, I try pushing her around. This finally gets a reaction; she runs 
around in what looks like panic, as if she’s late for an appointment 
and cant find her car keys. She heads back for the den. 

This wont do. I only want to get bitten once. I don't like to think 
what her den mates will do to me if she tells them to come running. 
So I pick her up between my thumb and forefinger, trying not to 
pinch at all. Up dose, I can sec her details. Her body is three seg- 
ments with a slender stalk between the last two, giving the effect of 
beads on a string. There are five legs; 1 feel a minor surge of guilt as 
I wonder whether 1 have knocked off the missing one. Her anten- 
nae jilt from her head, then flop over like dog ears. She has two big 
eyes and a few smaller ones littering the middle of her face like acne. 
She arches and strains as if trying to get a better look at something. 
Her jaws open wide. 
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MORE BITE THAN BARK ' 
Harvester amts ftavc a venoiti that 
packs a wallop, s>rc ailing through 
the lymph nodes and alerting any 
meddler to back off. However, 
these little guys typically reserve 
their mandibles tor chomping on 
the seeds they hoard, hence the 
harvester name. 





Outside 


What’s 



Photographs by Charles Schurch Lewallen 


NO VENOMOUS CREATURE IN OKLAHOMA KILLS AS MANY PEOPLE AS DOMESTIC DOGS DO. SO 
THERE’S NO NEED TO PANIC. BUT SOME VENOM- BEARING ANIMALS DEMAND OUR RESPECT. 



Some cultures believe ant 
bites have a healing effect. 


a few minutes. In rare cases, 
the pain lasts for weeks and is 
accompanied by swelling and 
nerve damage. One yellow 
and brown kind of vespid 
wasp, which builds paper 
nesrs under eaves, has a more 
durable sting that may last 
hours. Schmidt ranks it equal 
to the harvester ant, but for 
my money, the wasp hurts 
worse. 


All 15 species of rattlesnake 
in the US. are deadly. 


Ants 

Oklahoma is home to many 
kinds of ants. Although 
they rank a lowly 1 2 out 
of 4 on Schmidt’s Sting 
Pain Index, fire ants are the 
most dangerous. They can 
sting collectively as a group, 
occasionally with fatal results 
for small children and the 
elderly. 




Wasps have little or no hair, 
hut bees typically are fuzzy. 


Snakes 

In Oklahoma, the 
copperhead, the 
cotton mouth (or water 
moccasin ), and five kinds 
of rattlesnakes bite people 
with potentially fatal 
re s ults . S ch m 1 d t rates t h e 
pain of a rattlesnake bite 
“well off the chart.” 


Wasps 

Our state is home to a great 
many kinds of wasps, hornets, 
and yellow jackets, many of 
which can sting if provoked. 
The tarantula hawk, our 
biggest stinging insect, is said 
to possess the most painful 
sting of any insect in the 
United Stares. Schmidt ranks 
it a four out of four. But its 
symptoms usually recede in 



The hourglass markings on 
black widows can vary from 
red to white. 



Spiders 

Most spiders don't bite peo- 
ple, and most of the ones that 
do cause less discomfort than 
a mosquito bite. Oklahoma’s 
exceptions are all members of 
two groups. The recluses — or 
fiddle backs — are spindly 
legged brown spiders often 
bearing a violin-shaped mark 
on the back. The widows of 
Oklahoma are a glossy black, 
typically with red markings, 
including a red hourglass on 
the belly. 


Because of their waxy 
covering, scorpions glow in 
ultraviolet light 


Scorpions 

Although deadly scorpions 
exist in the world, the ones 
found in Oklahoma rank 
with the honeybee as sting- 
ers — painful but not really 
dangerous. 


Centipedes 

Truly dangerous centipedes 
tend to favor deserts or the 
tropics. The most impressive 
kind found in Oklahoma is 
the giant redheaded cenri- 



Giant redheaded centipedes 


have up to 23 pairs of legs, 

pede, which att ains a length 
of eight inches. Its greenish- 
black body, yellow legs, and 
brick red head make it one of 
the more impressive arthro- 
pods you’ll ever see, especially 
when it waves the front of its 
body at you in a cobra -style 
threat display It delivers a 
mild venom by scratching 
with its front legs. The typical 
result Is swelling and sharp 
pain. The symptoms usually 
clear up in about three hours. 
Most Oklahomans will never 
see this reclusive creature. 



Most fatal bee stings are the 
result of an allergic reaction. 


Bees 

A single honeybee sting is a 
minor annoyance compared 
to a harvester ant, but 
allergies and multiple stings 
result in a few honeybee 
deaths in the United States 
every year. 
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One Hot Sting 


With Latin name 
POGONOMYRMEX 
BARBATUS, 
the red harvester ant is considered 
one of Oklahoma’s most painful 
stingers. 


Red Harvester Ant 


I begin to rethink my plan. 

I place her on the ground and open my fingers. Instead of lerting 
go, she holds on to my forefinger, I know this before I see it, because 
a pain like a toothache has just gone lancing through my forefinger. I 
shake the hand vigorously. 1 don’t see where she drops, but a minute 
later I spot an angry am on the trail again, waddling along with her 
jaws open and moving faster than her fellows a few feet away, and 
I m pretty sure it's hen I resist the urge to step on her. 

By now the pain runs through my entire hand, and it feels like 
a hot rhread strung from fingertip to wrist hone. The pad of my 
forefinger is slightly red. I squeeze h against my thumb to stop the 
pain, hut that only makes it worse. 

By this time, it has occurred to me that while one bite may just 
barely qualify as an exercise in experiential journalism, two would he 
mere stupidity. 1 walk away from the den. By the time I’m perched 
on a nearby set of bleachers, the pain has subsided ro a fraction of its 
first intensity. Within twenty minutes, I do in feel any pain at all. It 
feels as if the bones in my forefinger arc slightly out of alignment. 

I have just affirmed the research findings of Dr. Justin O. Schmidt, 
an entomologist who declared the harvester ant one of the most pain- 
ful stingers in the insect world. Schmidt, of the U*S. Department 
of Agriculture, has been stung by various kinds of ants, bees, wasps, 
and other creatures. He devised a scale- — the Sting Pain Index — to 
compare the sensations he went through. Four is the highest number 
on the scale, meaning the most pain. The harvester ant scored a three. 


I was surprised by this, because 1 had been stung plenty of times, and 
though I never enjoyed it, it never struck me as a big deal. 

Practically speaking, the harvester ant is not as dangerous as the 
fire ants, various kinds of wasps, or even the honeybee, because one 
harvester ant sting is usually all you get, and it would theoretically 
take almost nine hundred stings to kill a healthy adult. But some 
other insects are likely to attack en masse. Still, some people have 
allergies or other sensitivities that put them in danger. One Oklahoma 
child died from a harvester ant sting. 

One question lingered in my mind after I read about Schmidts 
work: Why? Why do tiny animals pack a venom strong enough to 
hurt big animals? What s the survival value of stinging, a habit that 
usually leads bigger critters to crush you? 

Schmidt has an answer for that one, too. Its a kind of public rela- 
dons. Insects pack painful stings just lor people and other big animals 
who may interfere with their dens. Each worker ant is dispensable, 
a little kamikaze w x ho will give her life to make sure you never, ever 
dunk about bothering a den of harvester ants again. The sting has 
no other purpose in the w orld than deterrence: When you hurt, the 
ant has made her point, 

Buggin’ to learn mow? Oklahoma State University in Stillwater 
offers degree programs in entomology ( entopip. okstate. edit). For a passing 
look into the hag world \ visit the invertebrate exhibits at the Sam Noble 
Oklahoma Museum of Natural History in Norman (snomnFou.edu)> 
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A Bug's Life 




Mountaineer Store 

a Convenience Store $ More! 


Hand'Dipped Ice Cream 

* Bistro Seating 

# Arcade Games 

* Souvenirs 


6 Miles North of 
Broken Bow 
on Hwy, 259 


MakeYour Own Wine 
with Your Own Private Label ! 


/ 6 Varieties of Wine Available 
Unique Wine-Related Gifts 
Wine available by the bottle 
M ore Than Just a Tasting Room! 


Qirfs Qojm 1VtD« 

Winery &7b$trng Room 


(530) 306-WINE 

Hwy. 2$9 N. of Broken Bow 
ww w, thegi rl sgo n ewi ne, com 


Tuesday-Friday, 2 to 8 p.m. 
Saturday noon to 9 p.m. 


bearers bend 


November 10-12 
2006 


Demonstrations! 


Folk Musicians! 


B i-^the-Centurv 
CrS^Crafts r 


(580)494-6497 

fhc@beaversbend.com 


Your table is waiting 


Casual Dining Atmosphere 
Appetizers * Salads 
Steaks * Seafood 
Live Musk 


Abendigo’s 

GRILL PATIO 


Hwy, 25V at Stephen’s Gap Road in Hochatown, OK 
(580) 494-7222 


The Ultimate 
Group Getaway 

Retreat to the secluded 
grandeur of Deer Crossing 
Lodge for your next reunion 
or corporate outing. Our 
spacious 5-bedroom lodge 
accommodates up to 12 adults 
with surrounding decks, cozy 
furnishings and every creature 
comfort f indoors and out. 


miles north of Broken Bow on Hvvy. 2^9 
Carson Creek entrance of Broken Bow Lake 

( 5801584-5551 *( 580 ) 212-9115 
w«/w.d eerc rossi nglodgexom 


Near Broken Bow Lake and Beavers Be nil Resort Park 
(580) 494-6 1 16 ■ www* beiiversbendgetawaYs.com 


Mclurtain County 

GETAWAYS 


mccurtaincountygetaways.com 










Snack Bar * Music 
Mim-Nascar Gocnrt Track 
La&cr Shot Simulated Hunting Games 
184 lole Miniature Golf Course 

Hot^A'tbyVN 

AK\ViSE\ASN-TS 


Rustic or refined near 
the golf course or on 
the waters edge, the 
right lodging turns 
your dine away into 
die LJdimtc gtfaway. 


7 rttijfej north of Broken 
J9vn on Hw y. 259 across 
from the Beaver* Bend 
State Park entrance 


Variety of cabin styles 
atxi silt's thtoughout 
die area. 


A Southeast Oklahoma Tradition Since 1934 


Enjoy gracious hospitality 
spacious rooms, kitchenettes, 
cable TV, FREE high-speed 
internet, a sparkling pool and 
fiiU -service restaurant all just 
minutes from the area’s finest 
gol fi ng and to urist attractions. 


Blue Ribbon tmut 
fishing 


T/it C/kn'f(. , ,s \Vc^lc\j ■gggp J 
Motor £odge ' 
iG 'JVstLimvnir 

www.charleswesleymotorlodge.com 
302 N. Park Drive - Broken Bow, OK * (580) 584-3303 


^MsigKsgggs 


Explore The 
Choctaw Heritage 


UNWIND in a private forest utopia at the water’s edge. The lavish 
interiors of River’s Bend pamper guests with the refinement of a chic 
resort, while the unspoiled charms of nature beckon just outside the door, 


The Wheelock Academy is a unique symbol 
of almost two centuries of the Choctaw Nation’s 
commitment to education. You can visit this 
revered symbol of the Choctaw Nation and learn about 
the history of the school, now a National Historic Landmark. 


Reservations: (580) 584-2233 • www.riversbendresortxoni 


(580) 746-2139 • wheeIock@valliant.net 


Hochatown 
Junction Resort 

o miles, north of Broken Bow 
on l lighwiiv 250 

(800) 550-6521 * (580) 494-652 1 


www.beaversbendcabins.coni 


Elegant by Nature 


tuxur 


mccurtaincountygetaways.com 


MtCurtain County 

GETAWAYS 






HEARTP1NE 

HOLLOW 

CABINS 


Build 
Your 
Dream 
Cabin 
or Log 
Home 


Within minutes nl Broken Bow Lake. Beavers Bend Resort Park and Cedar Creek (kilfCivuiw. 


More than jus! lodging Heart pine Hollow Ret neats goes the extra mile, 
adding personal touches that make your stay more memorable. 

HotTubsS Fireplaces * Several Floor Plans 


m) 2A\-?m or (580) 286-0833 (Please no calk alter 9 pjnJ 
ww wiou t heastokta b n^com 


Complete Cabin Rental 
and Retreat Planning 

* 1-3 bedrooms with full amenities 

* Customized retreat packages for 
corporate and specialty groups, 
families and couples 

- Superior service and a wide 
range of activities 


In Scenic Southeastern Oklahoma 


Vacation anytime or make your home m a gorgeous Brantley 
log sanctuary. Harmonizing with majestic wooded settings in 
Hochatown and surrounding areas, the ancestral folk architecture 
offers unique yet practical designs to complement your lifestyle. 


( 479 ) 216-1298 

Brantley Construction Company, 
Residential & Commercial 
Member of the Broken Bow Chamber of Commerce 


Call Chandra at (580) 306-2265 
or Terry at (580) 306-2266 


Expansive covered decks with hot tubs overlooking the river 
Satteiite TV with DVD players * Bedrooms with adjoining baths 
Jacuzzis and separate showers • Fireplaces • Canoes • Grills • Picnic Tables 


Luxury-themed decor featuring French Country, American Primitive and Highway Safari 


Located 25 miles north of Broken Bow on Highway 259 
For Reservations and information call [580] 241-5709 • CrookedRiverCabins.com 
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Mccurtain County 

GETAWAYS 


mccurtaincountygetaways.com 







tire l<!ivei’f> 


Gi?eat pepks! 


Enjoy Hochatown’s Internet 
Coffeehouse with oil your favorite drinks 
a computer bar & fun gift items. 


Meticulously appointed cabins 
nestled on the shore of the 
Lower Mountain Fork River. 


Dancing Rabbit Creek 

(bffeehouse 


Island 

Overlook 


Located across the street from the entrance 
to Beavers Bend Resort Park 


Cabin Rentals and Full RV Hookups on the 
beautiful Mountain Fork River in Broken Bow, OK. 

(sao) 564-2429 ■ wwwJsiandoverlook.com 


[ 580 ] 494-632 1 


immerse yourself in nature with (he McCurtaln County 
Wilderness Area right out back and the pristine waters of 
Broken Bow Lake jus I minutes down the road. 


ivers 


Wilderness Lakefront Resort 

Comfortably Equipped Cabins * Pavilion * Swimming Pool 
ATV Access * Canoes * Nature Trails * Located 1 /2 mile 
From Boat Ramp * Close to Great Hunting and Fishing 


Fully Slocked Showroom ■ Group Fishing Trip Arrangements 
Complete Fly Fishing and Expert Instructional Advice 
Beginner and Advanced Fly Fishing Classes for All Ages 


Unspoiled Beauty. 
Unrivaled Adventure 


This Fall ; Entomology Class 


t in .lied on tin- North Fnrl ol Broken Bow Lake 
loll Free: (888) 67 /-396ft 


Broken Bow. OK • (580) "194-6 1 15 * www.threeriversflyshopxom 


(580) 241-5304 or (580) 2d I - 'it 57 
wildemesstnke (ronlresort .com 


Mcturtain (aunty 

GETAWAYS 


mccurtaincountygetaways.com 






CATERING 


You have a choice , 
therefore, we must be superior. 



You have expectations, 
therefore, we must exceed them. 



You have a memory, 
therefore, we must be legendary. 



www.iohnniescatering.com 
405.75 1.0688 
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'Wl- ljm Mu' in-L'.i vi.i:r :■ U 1: 1 ake a high-end product “ 

—Lorry Schwab 
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Where to Go for Sausage 65 

Schwabs knows where the 


meat is. 


SWEET MEATS 

Five years after statehood, 

Schwab family members began 
producing delicious and affordable 
meat products, making Schwab 
Meat Company one of Oklahoma's 
oldest food businesses. 


Keener Take All 


wuuiiuu j ivj u iv uii^i — mid vvui st — in OKl3horn<3 sausage. 


C HANCES ARE, ANY Oklahoman who’s 
gnawed on bratwurst at the state fair 
is familiar with Schwab Meat Company, 
long established at Northwest Sixth and 
Western in Oklahoma City. Virtually every 
grocery store in the state carries their meats; 
dozens of restaurants, including all Braum’s 
stores in Oklahoma and Coney Island in 
Tulsa, serve them. They are also available 
for munching at events statewide. 

The secret’s in the smoke, says Larry 
Schwab, who co-owns the company with 
his older brother, Scott. Most companies 
spray or inject their foods with liquid smoke. 
At Schwab’s, meats are cooked in old-fash- 
ioned smokehouses for up to twelve hours 
to ensure a rich hickory flavor. This method 


takes longer and is more expensive, but the 
extra effort is so good you can taste it 

“We’ve learned this business from the 
ground up,” says Schwab. "Our products 
are medium priced, and they’re the high- 
est quality.” 

Carnivores seem to agree. The company 
has been thriving since 1912, when Larry’s 
great-grandfather George brought his native 
German sausage recipes, still used today, 
to Oklahoma across the Atlantic. 

From knackwurst to breakfast hams, 
things are smoking at this Oklahoma City 
landmark. — Megan Rossman 


Schwab Meat Company, (405) 235-2376 
orscftwaftmeaf.com. 
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ffacfs 
a J>out 
okra 


OkraCool ^(j^r 

These pods, in season now, 
will move you. 


A S MOST OF us know, few things say down-home southern 
cooking like okra. But did you know fried okra is actually part 
of the state’s official meal? Whether you pickle it, fry it, or freeze it, 
this versatile vegetable shows it’s up to the challenge. Who would 
know better chan the folks who put together Okrafest each year in 
Checotah? Linda Bums, program manager of Checotah Main Street, 
Okrafest’s sponsor, shares five savory tidbits. — Victoria Stone 


• Bigger isn’t better. Okra 
retains its flavor and texture 
when it is young. “Okra pods 
should be about three to four 
inches in length,” says Bums. 

• Wet okra can quickly mold, so 
store fresh, unwashed okra in 
a cool, dry place. It will keep 
for three to four days. Frozen 
okra can last up to a year. 

• Okra exudes a mucilaginous 
juice responsible for Its 


thickening power in stews and 
bad reputation elsewhere. To 
reduce the sticky substance, 
wait to cut the okra pods until 
ready to use. 

• Okra is a good source of 
Vitamins A and C and solubie 
fiber— good for lowering 
serum cholesterol. 

* Okra can be used in muffins 
and pies. Find a unique recipe 
and see all it has to offer. 



Grill 

Fire. 

Pork, 


What more do 
you need? 


OKLAHOMA 


COUNCIL 


www.okpork.org 
1-88 8 -SAY-PORK 
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Dinner Party 


"There is nothing in the world that we do as much as we do eating." 

— Will Rogers 



Ed Kelley invites his top headliners. 


The Location 

This issue's dinner party host, Perry native Ed Kelley, has been editor 
of the state's largest newspaper, The Oklahoman, since 2003, Kelley 
has been named Editor of the Year by the National Press Foundation 
and is a member of the Oklahoma Journalism Kail of Fame. 


The Place, the Guests 


THE RESTAURANT 

An easy choice, with Perle 
Mesta in row: Well be at the 
Skirvin Hil tons restaurant when 
ir reopens in early 2007. Her 
father, Bill Skirvin, first opened 
the place in 1911. Wc think he’d 
be pleased wc were there, enjoying 
the new menu items. 

PERLE MESTA, the ' hostess with 
the mostess” of international re- 
nown. How could we even think 
about dining without her? 

WILL ROGERS, the world’s first 

multimedia star. If alive today he’d 
he a late-night juggernaut on TV, 
bigger than Leno or Lerterman. 
JIM LEHRER His Okie roots are 
deep enough to qualify for a seat 
at the table. His One-Eyed Mack 
novels, set in Oklahoma, give him 
more cachet with our guests than 
The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer . 


ED RUSCHA The Oklahoma City 
boy left with pal Mason Williams 
upon high school graduation and 
headed west. A half-century later, 
Ruscha is still the epitome of Cali- 
fornia cool. He is one of the great 
artists, across a variety of mediums, 
of postwar America. 

RALPH ELLISON wrote, hands 
down, the best novel of the twen- 
tieth century. I'd forgo dessert if 
necessary to hear him open up, 
even if just a hit, about the craft- 
ing of Invisible Man and how r it 
changed his life. 

ROBERT HENRY, federal judge on 
the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
His knowledge of the most fascinat- 
ing aspects of Oklahoma history 
is as deep as anyone 1 know. His 
conversational skills would ensure 
no lulls in dinner talk, and, as a 
pianist, he'd lead us in group song 
after we’ve finished eating. 



Imagine Coming Home to 
Smoky, Succulent Barbecue 


Now imagine preparing it yourself 
with ease in a CooKshack 



Introducing the AmcriQuc. a revolution in 
barbecue. Featuring a digital controller and 
meat probe;' program in the 
cooking time and 
temperature 
and walk 
away. Using 
jhe meat 
probe, smoke 
to a desired 
internal temp 
before dropping 
automatically Into the 
hold-cycle. Barbecue has never been so easy 
and delicious. 


Visit Cookshack at the Oklahoma State Fair 
and Savei Pay no sales tax or shipping if you 
order at the Fair in QKC. We’lf be in the 
Made in Oklahoma Building, booth #8 1 90, 



{ Cociluftuick • 2311 1 North Adi Street 
iWa City OK 7 ItiOt 
14400- * J8(C76543titiy 

rfH tk\h:irk mm 



pDMONTV 

n:\ .milumJUt 


7/ elcomo lo Edmond, Oklahoma, where world-class sculptures 
ore scattered tike jewels throughout the cily r dozens of them, lining 
the streets and lucked Into corners, waiting to surprise you with 
unexpected beauty. A city unmatched in (he heartland - fine dining, 
luxurious lodging, championship golf, outdoor adventure, shopping 
and family friendly events and attractions. 


► /ftwify - hf fit ( tffy tt rr . Jfy'jftm 


lalt Free (866) 34 1-434/1 • www visitndmondok.com * {405} 34 I 4344 
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SIDE DISH OF NOSTALGIA 

Oklahoma's last two independently owned cafeterias — Queen Ann and Boulevard, both in Oklahoma City — offer some 
of the tastiest home-style food around. For many, cafeterias hark to a comforting era of family, food, and friends. 



6 H 




Cafeterias 


BY AMI BEEVES i PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN JERNIGAN 


T HE LINE AT the Queen Ann Cafeteria stretches all the way to the 
front door, but no one is checking a watch. Diners are dressed for 
church or just a lazy Sunday, bragging about their grandchildren, 
asking strangers if rain s likely anytime soon. A young couple pushes 
a baby in a wheeled highchain pointing to the steam curling 
serving line. Here, there are no numbers shouted over microphones, 
staff with attitude, no plastic sq uares shuddering and Gashing to 
with patrons. 


he 


mu 
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Dining Out: Real Food 






Eat Up 


There’s a leisurely sen se of time, accom- 
panied by a side of decorum and a dash of 
gentility upon entering the Queen Ann. 
It smells like Grandmas; roasting meat, 
fruit pies cooling on the windowsill, and 
clean laundry happing out back on the 
line. Feels like it, too. 

Oklahoma's independent cafeterias are 
a frozen tableau of a simpler time, when 
dinner meant family and wholesome food 
from the garden or farm. To experience a 
cafeteria is to participate in a living history 
demonstration. Most of these home-style 
institutions have disappeared across the 
state, but theres still time to experience this 
slice of Americana, 



3 cups sugar 
'A teaspoon salt 
Scald all ingredients. 

Add to the above: 

VA cups small pearl tapioca (Brazilian) 
Stir with a rubber spatula. Do not use a wire 
whisk. Cook until pearls are clear, ap- 
proximately twenty-five minutes. Set aside 
one-fourth of the hot mixture. 

Beat by hand with a wire whisk in a separate 
bowl: 1 % pints egg yolks 
Add the set aside one-fourth hot mixture to 
the beaten egg yolks. Mix well. Add entire 
yolk mixture to the remainder of hot milk 
mixture. Continue to cook and stir for five 
minutes. Remove from heat 
Stir In; 1 tablespoon pure Madagascar bourbon 
vanilla extract 
Cool and serve. 
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From the 1 94 Os to the early 1 980s, cafe 
e te ri a-siy \c res ta u ra n ts dotted the la n d scape. 
But with the rise of fast food and casual 
dining, these choose-and-poim eateries 
declined rapidly, 

“Cafeterias served an important part of 
Oklahoma culture,” says Dr. Bill Ryan, 
interim director of OSU s School of Hotel 
and Restaurant Administration. “They were 
based on the same values as the surrounding 
community,” values like family traditions, 
Sunday dinner, and simple food. 

As neighborhoods became increasingly 
mobile and hurried, the mores reflected in 
the local cafeteria were eventually discarded. 
Who has time for meat loaf over conversa- 
tion every Tuesday when you have to rush 
from work to the kids’ daycare, then hustle 
off to soccer and ballet? But no Happy Meal 
can replace what s been left behind. Fh is 
gap between who we were and who we are 
now is filled with Styrofoam boxes, burrito 
wrappers, and Chinese takeout containers, 
Oklahoma mainstays like Dodsons and Lady 
Classen in Oklahoma City and Richell’s in 
Enid the resulting sacrifices. “Cafeterias were 
lost as society became faster and faster,” Ryan 
says, “and that's a sad thing.” 

Even the Une-up-and -select method of 
ordering leads to a unique social interplay 
diat other establishments lack, “The act of 
standing in line and moving past various 
foods probably leads to more interaction 
between patrons than when they sit next 
to each other at separate tables,” says Dale 
Whisman, a Tulsa writer and cafeteria fan. 
“Theres more opportunity no speak to each 
other” The servers behind the line also get 
into the act, recognizing regulars and wel- 
coming newcomers as they showcase steamy 
planers of dishes long forgotten. 

Sam Stall, pop culture expert and author 
of Tray Chic: Celebrating Indiana 's Cafeteria 
Culture , says today’s Americans are cut off 
from their culinary heritage, literally starved 
for real food: chicken and dumplings, green 
beans, vegetable soup, bread pudding — Sterns 
not readily found on the menus at Burger 
King or Chilis. “Few moms can make mom 
food* today,” says Stall from his home in 
the cafeteria- rich city of Indianapolis, “so 
cafeteria food exists to fill that place in 
your soul that sushi never can.” Like water 

Can’t decide? Cherry, pumpkin, pecan, and 
rhubarb pies all make regular appearances 
at Boulevard Cafeteria in Oklahoma City. 


Cafeterias are 
a museum for 
your taste buds, 
a place where 
diners can find 
memories stirred 
like a fragrant 
sauce, when time 
and love went into 
every dish. 

lolling on dry land, a serving of roast pork 
and fresh rolls on a real plate satisfies more 
than hunger. 

Modern-day cafeterias pride themselves 
on offering the same recipes patrons dined 
on thirty, forty or even fifty years ago. No 
brand new' chipode-hme shrimp or pesto 
sauce here, “Its like a meal at the harvest 
table,” Stall says. “You’re probably not 
going to go out and dig holes in the back 
forty after lunch. But if you were, this is 
the kind of food you would want,” Stall 
maintains that cafeterias are a museum for 
your taste buds, a place where diners can 
find memories stirred like a fragrant sauce, 
recollections bubbling to the surface of the 
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The ultimate in fast food, cafeterias— unlike big-name franchises— offer diners a chance to 
sit down, slow down, and catch up. At Boulevard, many patrons are area locals or visitors to 
nearby ST Anthony Hospital 


cafeteria anywhere across the state,” says 
John Schroer. “ Were dinosaurs*” But in this 
age of extinction, hope burns neon-bright 


Chain, Chain, Chain 


LUBY'S: Oklahoma City and Tulsa 


way food used to taste when time and love 
went into every dish. 

What foods might become completely 
obsolete were it nor for the remaining caf- 
eterias in Oklahoma? The kind of cuisine so 
square it might even be hip: Waldorf salad, 
ambrosia, liver and onions, tomato aspic, 
chicken pot pie, cranberry salad, tapioca 
pudding, beets. 

Beets? 

Regular Nancy King of Newcastle frequents 
the Boulevard Cafeteria in Oklahoma City 
three to four times a week, citing beets as a 
big draw. "There are very few places in the 
city where you can order real vegetables,” 
she says. That advantage, in addition to 
what King calls "Teal food” and a relaxed 
atmosphere, makes cafeterias the number- 
one dining destination for her household. 
“Everything's homemade, even the soups, 
and there's more variety than on any res- 
taurant menu.” 

Yes, cafeterias still make meals from 
scratch. Most restaurants today slip frozen 
or outsourced foods into their lineups almost 
without fail, its just not economical to 
cook from scratch for the masses. “We serve 
seven thousand meals per week,” says John 
Schroer, owner of the Queen Ann Cafeteria 
in Oklahoma City. There's not a package of 
biscuit or cake mix in sight. “People come 
in here because they know they’ll get good, 
wholesome food.” It’s an inefficient labor 
of love, but Schroer — immersed in the 
cafeteria business for fifty years now — says 
he couldn’t imagine doing anything else. 
Schroer bought the Queen Ann in 1973 
after honing his skills at the family-owned 
Boulevard Cafeteria. 

Why use such an antiquated system? “Its 
the quality of our food that keeps people 
coming back,” says Harrison Schroer, Johns 
nephew, fourth-generation owner of the 
Boulevard Cafeteria and member of the 
Schroer Cafeteria Dynasty. “People expect 
quality, the same quality as the meals they 
ate at Boulevard fifty- nine years ago when it 
opened in 1947/’ Keeping a high standard 
of quality is the hardest part of managing 
a successful cafeteria, all items made from 
scratch daily, exhibited on steamer tables in 
a hopeful estimate of the crowd, and as hot 
and delicious for the ninety-ninth customer 
In line as for the first. It's not easy to do, 
and the economic struggle has been the 
downfall of many. 

da say you’ll never see another new 


in Tulsa, where the vintage sign that used 
to adorn Nelson’s Buffeted a bides its time 
in a warehouse, waiting to be switched on 
again for a new generation. 

Young Professionals ofTulsa, a visionary 
volunteer organization, took up Nelsons 
cause after the cafeteria served its final 
chicken-fried steak in 2004. Noah Roberts, 
YP Tulsa spokesman for the “Viva Nelson’s” 
campaign, pulls out a receipt from the day 
he was eating at Nelson’s and heard about 
the closing: May 1 4, 2004. “Thats when 
it really hit me. Young Professionals was so 
excited about bringing all these national 
chains to town, but at the same time, how 
could we just let these seven ty- five- year-old 


Made From Scratch 

THE ORIGIN OF THE CAFETERIA 

Opinions on the origins of America’s cafeterias 
are as varied and assorted as the choices on a 
hundred -loot- long steam table and as subjective 
as favorite side dishes. But Sam Stall, America’s 
expert on all things cafeteria-related and author 
of Tray Chic ; concludes that cafeterias emerged 
out of a cleanliness mania at the turn of the 
twentieth century. In an era before health in- 
spectors, patrons who were apprehensive about 
a restaurant's kitchen hygiene could visually 
examine selections on the cafeteria line and feet 
satisfied about their food’s cleanliness factor. 
This novel approach proved to be such a selling 
point that the popularity of cafeterias exploded 
across the country. 


PICCADILLY: Tulsa 

FURR’S: Oklahoma City, Midwest 
City, Muskogee, Tulsa, 
and Lawton 


local brands disappear?” 

Former patrons still talk about the Buf- 
feteffas famous chicken-fried steak, Super 
Donuts, chocolate cream pie, macaroni and 
cheese, and baked fish. “We want Nelsons 
reopened in time for Oklahoma’s Centennial,” 
Roberts says. “ Were convinced we ll make it 
work.” After two years of crusading, YP of 
Tulsa has a buyer, money, and management. 
All they lack is the perfect site to hang that 
nostalgic sign. 

“You’ve gotta have the love to stay in 
the cafeteria business,” says Richard Aurry, 
owner of Rich ill’s Cafeteria in Enid from 
1970 to 1992. Autry acknowledges that 
cafeterias occupy a special place in the heart 
and encourages Oklahomans to get out and 
experience them before it’s too late. “You 
won t see many more,” he warns. 

Time stands still in these landmarks. At 
least for now, the hungry can still get in line 
and remember how food used to taste 

Queen Ann Cafeteria is open daily jbr lunch 
and dinner and Sundays for lunch. 5900 Modeller 
Drive in Founders Tower, (405) 842-861 0, 
Boulevard Cafeteria is open Monday through 
Friday for lunch and dinner and Sundays for 
lunch . 525 Northwest Eleventh by St, Anthony 
Hospital, (405) 239-686 L 
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Fairs & Festivals 



September 15-16, 2006 


Chili Cook-Off 


• Live Music 

• Quilt Show 

• Kid's Creative Tent 


Sc/uUijut 

Tfc m- m Downtown • 

Miami 


Musmi ^ | (umarii Lim Cwinril 

918.542.4479 


Oklahoma 



Visit tht 30 tH Ansoial 

Watonga Cheese Festival 

October 13 & 14*2006 

Parade Saturday at 1 2:30 pan. - Arts & Crafts 
Food Vendors * Whirlin’ Wheels Car Show 
Cheese Tasting & Tours * Contests 
Live Entertainment * Amusements 
4K ICit Race * Made in Oklahoma Products 

$3 per person; under 12 FICEE 


(580) 623-5452 * wvw-watonga.com 


O' 


ft 



30 ™ Annual 

SoRLHUM FkSTIVAI 


October 28 
Downtown We wok a 


Over 100 Crali & Food Vendors 
Carnival Activities * Quilt & Needlework 
Show * An tc Photography Show 
Music * P.tr.idi ■ Or .Show 
Antique Tractor S how * Sorghum 
Production no the Seminole 
Nation Museum Grounds 


W KWOK A Q ] AMBER OF OOMMKRCh 



Oklahoma's Unique 
Marketplace for Arts , 
Crafts, Antiques, 
Collectibles & Gifts 


October 20,21,22, 2006 

Fri. & Sat. 9 am to 6 pm / Sun. !l am to 5pm 

Oklahoma City Fairgrounds 

(NW \0th rtl May Awj 


(800)755-5488 or (405)632-2652 • www.aaoth.com 



Agripiex, 5th & Rena Streets * Hugo, Oklahoma 


www.balloonsoverhugo.com 


3rd Annual 


m % II ira Himuai 

Balloons 

Over 

Hugo 

October 20-22, 2006 


Friday - 4 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday - 7 a m. to 9 p.m 
Sunday - 7 a.m. to 9 a m. 


Balloon Glow * Balloon Rides 
Live Entertainment 

Rotary Pancake Breakfast * Arts & Crafts 
Children s Activities * Unique Vendors 


Benefiting the Hugo 
Pregnancy Center 






Fairs & Festivals 


Robbers Cave Fall Festival 

October 20, 21.&22, 2006 


Robbers Cave State Park 
5 miles north of WUburton. Oklahoma 



Our Fall Festival, one of the 

largest in the state, features three 
days of crafts, food, and musical 
entertainment On Saturday we 
have one of the largest car shows 
in the country. All of this nestled 
in one of the most beautiful state 
parks in the state-espedally in the 
glorious colors of autumn. 

Come see for yourself! 

( 918 ) 465-3400 



Poteau Balloon Festival 

y liffl 

7 M 

October 27 & 28, 2006 

Come see more than 30 

/ 

balloons decorate the sky! 

' rJ 

Food Vendors * Children's Activities 

Ba Koon Ri d es ( wealh er perm itti ng ) 

1 / 

For more information, contact the 


Poteau Area Chamber of Commerce 

(91 8) 647-91 78 * poteaucQfc@clnk*com 




SEPT.30.2006 

TEN-SEVEN 

1 8TH&SHARTEL 

juried art exhibition and sale, 
food vendors, Oklahoma beer 
and wine tastings, live music 

“Any $#@!% with 
a million dollars 
and a nice dress can 
be a great hostess..." 

-Perte Mes to- 
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"Like [Frank Lloydj W right, I also believe that design is a popular signifier of the American landscape ' 

— Karim Rashid 


Events Guide 

Statewide Activities and Happenings 


A 

300 


r p 

[Go, 

faces i 
& Thin 

to 1 
as 


to Do 



By Victoria Stone 


Ada 

Pontotoc County Convention Center Agriplex 1710 N 
Broadway, Sept 5-9, Pontotoc County Free Fair. Sept 
16-17, Ada Rifle and Pistol Club Gun Show. (580) 
332-9267 

Bartlesville 

Bartlesville Community Center 300 SE Adams. 

Sept 15-17, Oklahoma Indian Summer Oct 21 , 5th 
Dimension. (918) 337-2787 
Karim Rashid Exhibit Sept 1 -17, Price Tower Arts 
Center. (918) 336-4949 

Chickasha 

Grady County Fairgrounds East Side ol Chickasha. 

Sept 1 -3, MRCA Rodeo Finals. Sept 9-10, Oct 7-8, 
DOHA Horse Show. Sept 23, Miniature Horse Sale. 
Sept 29, Jr. Social Workers Spaghetti Day. Oct 1 3-14, 
Farm Show, Oct 28, Firefighters Chili Cook-off. (405) 
222-6030 

Neewolfah Festival Get 31 , Downtown. (405) 224-0787 


OETA Program Notes 


SEPTEMBER 

12: Gilcrease Museum and the Oklahoma Centennial 
Hand, 9 p*m T 

A night of extraordinary musk, straight from Tulsa 
27: Sketches of Frank Gehry, 8 p.iti. 

A profile of the American architect responsible for world- 
famous structures such as the Guggeheim in Bilbao, 

Spain 

OCTOBER 

8, 1 5: Casanova T 8 p.m, 

Peter O'Toole and David Tennant portray the man . 

4> II, 18; Bill Moyers on America, 8 p.m* 

Moyers investigates media corruption , the environment, 
and more . 

5, 12, 19, 26: Remaking American Medicine, 9 p.m. 

this four-part series explores what can be done to make 
U.S. health care better and more attainable for all 

24; The World According to Sesame Street, 8 p.m, 

International productions of Sesame Street 
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Claremore 

Claremore Expo Center 400 Veterans. Sept 1-3, 
Whitesall Gaited Horse Clinic. Sept 8-9, Annual 
Bluegrass & Chili Festival. Sept 14-16, Rogers 
County Fair. Sept 23-24, Buckskin Horse Show, Oct 
1 5, Oklahoma Cowgirls Association Barrel Race. Oct 
21 . Beet Master Cattle Show, Oct 27-29, Senior Pro 
Rodeo Association Finals. (918) 342-5357 
Good OF Days Celebration Del 7, J.M, Davis Arms & 
Historical Museum. (918) 341-5707 

Duncan 

Simmons Center 800 Chisholm Trail Parkway. Sept 28, 
Southwest Senior Games Oct 7-14, Duncan Art Guild 
Art Roundup. Oct 26, Turtle Island String Quartet. 
(580) 252-2900 

An Evening of Shorts Sept 16-17, 23-24, Marlow 
Opera House. (580) 252-2900 
Boo View Review Oct 28, Downtown. (580) 252-8696 

Edmond 

University of Central Oklahoma 100 N University. Sept 
15, An Evening With Debbie Reynolds. Oct 28, The 
5th Dimension. (405) 974-3375 
Route 66 Classic Car Show Sept 23, Hater Park. (405) 
341-3554 

Storybook Forest Oct 25-31 , Arcadia Lake. (405) 216- 
7471 

Downtown Edmond Trick or Treat on the Street Oct 

31. Downtown. (405) 249-9391 

Elk City 

Elk City Rodeo of Champions Sept 1 -3, Beutler 
Brothers Arena. (580) 225-0100 
Annual Fall Festival Sept 16-17, Civic Center. (580) 
225-0207 

Western OK Historical Society Flea Market Oct 6-3, 

Ackley Park. (580) 225-3788 

Enid 

Garfield County Free Fair Sept 6-9, Garfield County 
Fairgrounds. (580) 237-0238 
Cherokee Strip Days Sepi 14-16, Downtown Square. 
(580) 237-2494 

Qktoberfest Oct 1 4. Mark Price Arena. (580) 237- 
2494 


Fairview 

Gloss Mountain Cruisers Car Show and Cruise Sept 
2, Downtown. (580) 227-3059 

National John Deere Two-Cylinder Tractor Show 

Sept 22-23, Major County Historical Grounds. (580) 
227-2265 

Old-Time Threshing Bee Sept 22-23, Major County 
Historical Grounds. (580) 227-2265 

Grove 

Civic Center 1720 S Main. Sept 16. REC Day. Sept 29- 
30, Pelican Festival. Oct 13-1 4, Downtown Cars in 
Civic Cruise Night, (918) 786-9079 

Taste of Grove Sept 9. Patricia Island Golf Club. (91 8) 
786-9079 

Annual Garden Party Sept 23, Lendonwood Gardens 
(918) 786-9BB8 

Guthrie 

Lazy E Arena 9600 Lazy E. SepM - 3, Wrangler Heartland 
Tour Barrel Racing. Oct 20-26, USTRC Jackpot Team 
Roping Shootout Championship. (405) 282-7433 

Tyler Blount Memorial Arena 1200 S Division. Sept 
9, ButlZilia. Sept 23, Wild West Show. Sept 24, 

ABRA Barrel Racing. Sept 29-30, Central Oklahoma 
Junior Rodeo Assocatl on. Oct 7-8, 1 PR A Southern 
Region Finals Rodeo. Oct 14, BulIZilla Finals. Oct 15, 
Gallopaluial (405) 282-1472 

Oklahoma International Bluegrass Festival Oct 5-7 
Cottonwood Flats. (405) 282-4446 

Lawton 

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge 1 1 Miles NW 
of Lawton on S.H. 49. Sept 21, Longhorn Auction. 

Oct 20-21 . Stars Over the Wichitas, Oct 26, Buffalo 
Auction. (580) 429-3222 

International Festival Sept 22-24, Library Plaza. (580) 
581-3470 

Spaokfest 2006 Oct 28-29, Great Plains Coliseum. (580) 
536-9289 

Muskogee 

Five Civilized Tribes Museum Agency Hill on 1 101 
Honor Heights Drive. Sept 18-23, Celebrating 
Cherokee Traditions, Sept 25-30, Celebrating Choctaw 
Traditions. (918) 683-1701 
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Tm a Sooner bom and Sooner bred and when I die. 1 11 be a Sooner dead," 

— "Boomer Sooner * 


September Delights 


By Sarah Walden 


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 



F R [DAY 


l 


Ride cm cowboy! Herd 
Ln some fun at the Elk 
City PRCA Rodeo of 
Champions featuring 
calf roping, bull riding, 
and more at the Beutler 
Brothers Arena at 8 p.m. 
Through September 3< 


SATURDAY 


2 

Jts nothing but a 
drama fat at Oklahoma 
Shakespeare in the Bark's 
production of Turning 
of tfte Shrew at the 
University of Central 
Oklahoma's campus in 
Edmond. 8 p.m. 


3 


4 


▼ 5 


6 


▲ 


7 


8 


9 



Fiddle widii the bear 
of them at die Jana 
Jac Fiddle Camp and 
Music Best in Grove. 

Ail Libor Day weekend, 
enjoy the fiddle even ts, 
barbecue, a fish tiy> and 


Want some cream with 
your crimson? Learn 
about a legendary season 
dfQU football with An 

Autumn 

Bud Wilkinsons 

Legendary ‘56 Soonety 

by Gary T. King. 


Dancing and storytell- 
ing are the stars at 
Celebrating Muscogee 
“Crock* Traditions at 

the Five Civilized Tribes 
Museum in Muskogee. 
10 a.m. Through 
September 9. 


Discover die geometric 
abstract paintings of 
a native Oklahoman 
at lacon Polk Smith: 
American Original at 
the Fred Jones ]r r Mu- 
seum of An in Norman, 
Through September 24, 


1 heir’s professional help 
at the Tulsa House 


Spicy- cider, fresh pro- 
duce, and pie will make 
the Apples and Quills 
Festival in dow ntown 

Guthrie the apple 
of your eye, 10 a.m. 
Through September 16, 


Expert advice and silent 
auctions will have you 
decorating like a pro. 
Today, 1 1 am 


Meow! lfs the Last day 
to catch divine felines. 
Rum Turn Tugger and 
Bustophcr Jones at the 
Broadway musical Cuss 
at the Tulsa Performing 
Arts Center. 2 and 


Pun around at the 
Chance to Change 
Classic Golf Tourna- 
ment at the Oklahoma 
Cits" Golf & Country 
Club. Proceeds assist 
those affected by ehemi 
ca! dependency. 1 1 a.m. 


Oldsters and youngster* 
alike can fall into the 
com mazes, hay rider, 
and other festivities at 


I heres no cow tipptn 
at the Wagon Creek 
Creamery- in Helena, 
but you can milk one 
or tour the (actor)- and 
Jeam how the products 
are made, wagonoeek- 
crramcjy.com, 


lii Isa Maize at 61 st and 


321st East Avenue. tG 


am.- 1 0 p.m. Through 
November 4. 


Explore nearly a mile 
of an underground 

world at Alabaster 
[f — - _ Caverns 
State Park in 

P Freedom, Open 
B year-round. 


Need green? The 
Collinsville Farmers 
Market at 1 2th & Main 
has fresh veggies like 
gpsen beans, beets, and 
squash every- Wednesday 
and Saturday 8- 1 1 a.m. 
Through October 31 . 


Ihe Appetite for ihc 
Arts Festival in El 

Reno is todays cultural 
hot spot. Be prepared 
for fabulous food, 
live bands, and artists 
throughout the historic 
downtown. 5 p.m, 

14 


Its day two o [ Western 
Days in Mustang. Get 
ready for a chili cook- 
off, street dancing, gos- 
pel singing, and a rodeo 
in the evening. 5 p.m. 
Through tomorrow. 


15 


Behold the Edmond 
Historical Society & 
Museums Grand OJe 
Opiy exhibit, featuring 
more than 60 photos of 
this country-star land- 
mark. 10 a.m. Through 
October 10, 


21 


A Route 66 car show, 
chllt cook-off and 
Italian dinner an; just a 
few re&sorts to visit the 
Designs of Autumn 
Festival in downtown 
Miami. Today, 3 p.m. 
Through tomorrow, 

22 



Got rhe bluesMhosc 
endorphins will groove 
with the rounds of local 
and national musicians 
like Big G on the last 
day of the Stillwater 
Blues Festival. 1 ] a.m. 


The grass will be greener 

at the Ehinean Fall 
Bluegmss Festival this 
af ternoon at Shady Oaks 


Walk a mile and see 
costumed actors tell 
stories of the departed at 

the Rose Hill Cemetery 


School spirit will be 
aplenty today at the OU 

Sooncrs vs* Middle 
Tennessee Blue Raiders 


Lakcview RV Park. 


Tour in Chickasha, 7 



Campsites arc available. 
1:30 p.m. Through 
September 24, 


pm. Through Septem- 
ber 23, 


A barbecue 
brisket sandwich 
fiojn "Ibm Cat 
Comer tn 
Grove wi!J ■ 
make bellies 
sing, Dont forger 
the jalapcrios. 


game at the OU Gay- 
lord rbrnilv-Oklahonria 
Memorial Stadium in 
Norman. 

◄ 30 

Its a blooming paradise 
In Carnegie at the Gan- 
na Festival inCamcgjc 
Park Amble ihrough 
Horn Ginna Farm, take 
in the parade, and cheek 
our an antique car show 
10a.ni, 
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Scrub Oak at Sundown 

At first sight, It looked like 
A concatenation of hands, 

Alt disfigured to the grotesque 
By rheumatoid arthritis, 

I do not thrill to browned leaves in fall, 

But today this scrub oak gave me pause. 

For by accident of the low angle 
Of the setting sun, Its reflective leaves 
Seemed now to glow a transfigured gold. 

I do not take from this moment 
Any lesson larger than that 
The scrub oak itself changed 
When seen in a different light. 


—Howard E Stein 

Howard F. Stein, a professor at the University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center and a poet , 
fives in Oklahoma City. 


The Haunted Castle Halloween Festival Oct 6-7. 
13-14, 20-21 . 27-31 , Castle of Muskogee. (918) 
687-3625 


7 6 


Norman 

Cleveland County Fairgrounds 615 E Robinson. Sept 
7-9, Cleveland County Free Fair, Oct 7, Creative Craft 
Fall Festival. (405) 360-4721 
Firehouse Art Center 444 S Hood. Sept 1 -23, Beckah 
Krahula. Ocl 13-31, Gay Smith. Oct 28, 35th Anniversary 
Cerebration at lion's Park. (405) 329-4523 
Little River Zoo 3405 SE 120th, Sept 16. Junior 
Zookeepers Oklahoma Wildlife. Oct 9. Safari Scramble 
Golf Tournament. Oet 14, Junior Zookeepers Spooky 
Animals, (405) 366-7229 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History 

2401 Chautauqua. Oct 1 7-31 r Natural Wonders. Oct 
24, Members Night Behind the Scenes, (405) 325- 
4712 

Children of the Middle Waters: Osage Art & Culture 

Sept 1 - Oct 22, Jacobson House Native Aft Center, 
(405) 366-1667 

Oktoberfest Frontier Style Sept 30 -Oct 1 , Norman 
Roundup Club. (405) 579-0203 


Oklahoma City 

Blue Door 2805 N McKinley. Sept 6, Dave Alvin & 
the Guilty Men. Sept 1 2. Steve Poltz, Sept 15. Don 



OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 


Conoscenti Sept 23. Long Blue Railroad Train, Ocr 26. 
Stacey Earle & Mark Stuart. (405) 524-0738 

Civic Center Music Hall 201 N Walker. Sept 9. Julie 
Andrews Women's Health Forum. Sept 15-Oct 8, 
Always... Patsy Cline, Sept 1 7-23, The Rock & the 
Rabbi, Oct 6-26, Bad Dates. Oct 9, And Crown Thy 
Good City Red. Get 1 4, Philharmonic Class. Oct 15, 
Haunt the Philharmonics. Oct 21 , Mozart: Canterbury 
Choral Society. Oct 27-29, Ballet Oklahoma Centennial 
Salute. (405) 524-9312 

Cox Convention Center 103 W Reno. Oct 6-7, Weekend 
Conference Package. Oct 15, Father Ralph DiOrio, 
(405) 602-8500 

Myriad Botanical Gardens 100 Myriad Gardens. Oct 
5-7, Orchids in October. Oct 28. Creepy Conservatory. 
(405) 297-3995 

Natl Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 1 700 NE 

63rd. Sept 1 -10, Prix de West Invitational Art Exhibition 
and Sale, Sept 1 -Oct 8, The First 100 Years: Southern 
Plains Painting and Drawing. Sept 27-29, Advanced 
Saddle- Making Workshop. Oct 7, Saturdays for Kids: 
Indian Symbols, Oct 21 -22. Rodeo Historical Society 
Awards and Hall of Fame Inductions. (405) 478-2250 

Oklahoma City Zoo 2101 NE 50th. Sept 24, Souls Alike 
Tour 2006: Bonnie Raitt and Special Guest Keb Mo. 
Sept 30, Garden Gala, Oct 26-31 . Haunt the Zoo for 
Halloween. (405) 424-3344 

State Fair Park 1-44 & NW 10th. Sept 14, John Corbett. 
Sept 1 5, La Indomable. Sept 16. Shooter Jennings, 
Sept 17, Raven. Sept 18, Centennial Rodeo Gpry. 

Sept 19, Kalazh. Sept 20, Elvis Extravaganza. Sept 
21 , Come Together: A Beatles Tribute. Sept 22. 

Jo Dee Messina, Sept 22, Midnight Star. Sept 23, 

Blake Shelton. Sept 24, Foghat. Sept 24, Sawyer 
Brown. Sept 25, De'Anna, Oct 7-14, Grand National 
Morgan Horse Show. Oct 15, Jeff Williams Oklahoma 
Motorcycle Swap Meet. Oct 20-22. An Affair of the 
Heart. Oct 22-29, LJ,S. Team Roping Championships. 
(405) 948-6704 

Aits Festival Oklahoma Sept 1-4, Oklahoma City 
Community College. (405) 682-7576 

Septemberfest Sept 9, Governor's Mansion. (405) 577- 
0198 

Tole County Decorative Painting Trade Show Sept 27- 
30, Clarion Hotel Convention Center. (405) 691-1799 

Okmulgee 

Okmulgee and Dripping Springs State Park - 6830 
Dripping Springs, Sept 9, Okmulgee Circle Square 
Dancers, Sept 15-16, Septemberfest, Sept 22-24, 
Okmulgee Charity Trail Ride, (91 8) 756-5971 

Ponca City 

Ponca City Fine Arts Festival Sept 16-17, Soldani 
Mansion. (580) 765-9746 

Cherokee Strip State Championship BBQ and Chili 
Cook-off Sept 22-23, Lake Ponca. (580) 716-0804 


Oktoberfest Oct 6-7 r Marl and Mansion Grounds. (580) 
767-0420 

Pryor 

Whitaker Park & Coo-Y-Vah Sept 8, DAM JAM 

Criterium. Sept 9, DAM JAM Bicycle Tour. (918) 825- 
0157 

EXPO 20D6 Oct 7, MidAmerica Expo Center. (918) 825- 
3500 

Purcell 

Loose Caboose Antique and Arts Festival Sept 2, 

Main Sired. (405) 527-0462 

McClain County Free Fair Sept 9. Expo Center. (405) 
527-2174 

Star Bike Ride No. 6 Sept 23, First Baptist Church. (405) 
344-6312 

Sayre 

Downtown Main Street Sept 30, Route 66 Hoot & Scoot, 
Oct 31, Halloween on Main. (580) 928-2514 

Dyson Family Bluegrass Festival Oct 12-14, Dyson 
Family Farm. (580) 928-5909 

Shawnee 

Pottawatomie County Free Fair Sept 5-9, Expo Center. 
(405)275-7020 

Woodland Forest Festival Sept 9, Woodland Park. (405) 
819-0572 

Santa Fe Homecoming Sept 30, Santa Fe Depot 
Museum. (405) 819-0572 

Boo on Bell Oct 28, Downtown. (405) 273-1080 

Stillwater 

Payne County Fair Sept 1-2, Expo Center. (405) 377- 
1275 

Juke Joint Jog Sept 23, Eskimo Joe’s. (405) 377-0799 

OSU Homecoming Oct 21 , OSU Campus. (405) 744-5410 

Tahlequah 

Cherokee Heritage Center 21 192 S Keeler. Sept 
1 -4, Cherokee National Holiday. Sept 1 -Oct 29, 
Cherokee Homecoming Art Show & Sale. Sept 16, The 
Southeastern Beadworks Class. Sept 30, Cherokee 
Games; Stinkball, Marbles, and Chunkey. Oct 1 2-13, 
Ancient Cherokee Days. (918) 456-6007 

Lady Fair Oct 7, First Baptist Activity Building. (91 8) 
456-5409 

Tulsa 

Expo Square 4145 E 21 st. Sept 1-3, Oklahoma Reining 
Horse Association Central Affiliate Finals, Sept 7- 
16, American Shetland Pony Club AM HR National 
Show. Sept 8-10, Continental Antique Show, Oct 14, 
Oklahoma Palomino Exhibitors Association Horse 
Show. Oct 2,8-29, Oklahoma POA Horse Show. Oct 28- 
29 r Tulsa Rock S Mineral Show. (918) 744-1 1 1 3 


Tm rattling dawn round the southern parts of Texas with that Oklahoma woman on my mind/ 

— Roger Miller,*OkiahQma Woman 
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October Frights 


By Kate Callahan 


22 

Rope a friend Into going 
to the U.S. Team Rop- 
ing Championships 

ar State hair Park in 
Oklahoma Oiv. These 
all-stars will compere 
for mil Lions in prizes. 

Through (October 28 . 


23 

Baskets, pottery, and 
textiles arc for sale at the 
Cherokee Homecom- 
ing Art Show and 
Sale at die Cherokee 
Heritage Center in 
Tahlequah, Ihnough 
October 29. 


24 

There’s nothing borin’ 
about the fall foliage 
at the 16- mile David 
Boren Trail at Beavers 
Bend Resort Park as 
you pass through creek 
bnnoms and tall timber 
stands. 


25 ▼ 

As parr of the Temples 
and Tombs: Treasures 
of 'Egyptian Art From 
the British Museum 

exhibit, an Egyptologist 
wilt speak at the Okla- 
homa City Museum of 
Art. 6r30 p.m. 


26 

Its best to least; thrills to 
the experts. Professional 
storyteller will narrate 
Fort Washita Ghost 
Stories while guests 
take a candidir tour in 
Durant, Starts at dark 
Through October 28, 


^ 27 

Where have all the 
cowboys gone? Probably 
to the Hickory' Creek 
Farm Cowboy Camp 
Meeting in Wilburton 
for hayrldcs and western 
grub, I p.m. Through 
Ckrober 29. 


29 

Theres more to Sweden 
than neutrality'. Its on 
display, past ro present, 
at Scandinavian 
Cultural Exhibition? 
Sweden at the Jacobson 
House in Norman. 
Through November 26. 


featuring national 
recording artists like 
todays star, Gary Allan. 
Through October 8. 


28 

Do-Wada-Do! 
Celebrate Oklahoma 
entertainer and song- 
writer Roger Miller in 
downtown Erick at the 
Roger Miller Festival 
with all-day entertain- 
ment. 9 a.m. 


at Tulsa Commu- 
nity College-Metro and 
Great Western Hotel 
Through October 8. 


12 

Pony up for the Grand 
National & World 
Championship 
Morgan Horse Show 

at the State Pair Ptrk 
in Oklahoma City. 
Through October 1 4. 


◄ 6 

Kids will cheer for a 
Day Out Wi th 
Thomas at the 
Oklahoma Rail- 
way Museum 
in Okla- 
homa Gey, Through 
October 8. 8 am. 

13 ► 

Cheddar is better at 
the Watauga Cheese 
Festival, downtown and 
at the hurgrounds, with 
a cheese-tasting, parade, 
and factory tour, 9 am. 
Through October 14, 


learn about the genius 
of Leonard Bernstein 
through music and his 
daughter s accounts, at 
Bernstein on Broad- 
way at the Bartlesville 
Symphony Orchestra, 8 
p.tn. Tonight only. 


20 

Wind your way through 
the Haunted Hay 
Mu?x at Like Fufjul.i 
State Park in Chccocah. 
Dusk to I0p,m, 
evcr> r Friday 
and Saturday In 
October. 


21 

Write on! Tulsa Univer- 
sity' hosts master classes 
in filmmaking, fiction 
writing, poetry, and 
more at the Nimrod 
Awards Celebration 
and Wri ting Work- 
shop. 9 a.m. 


30 

Sucm$c lovers will find 
many a dd igluful treat 
at the Fudge Station in 
Antlers, which features 
pumpkin pie and 
camouflage fudge in 
October, tudgesui ion, 
com. 


31 

La$t chance for 
Halloween chills! Okla- 
homa City’s Brkktown 
Haunted Warehouse 
offers three stories of 
putt terror, starting at 
dark. Through October 

31. 


1 ▼ 

Cowboy flicks and 
wranglers are a few of 
the dungs see at the 

Gene Autry Oklahoma 
Film and Music Fes- 
tival in Gene Autry, 

1 1 im 


8 

Call of rhe wild, elk 
style. They'll he in their 
natural habitat on a 
Bugling Elk Tour at 
the Wichita Mountains 
Wildlife Refuge. 
Reservations needed. 
3:30 p.m. 


Starring in Muskogee, 
the six-city Oklahoma 
H istorical Black Town 
Tour provides an educa- 
tion in the past of rhe 
stares former all-black 
towns. 8 a.m Today 
only. 


Giant turkey' legs a wait 
at the Tulsa State Fair. 

Enjoy rides, a PRCA 
rodeo, and free concerts 


4 

Dorn miss Bare Bones 
S<ripr-2-Screen Okla- 
homa Flint Festival & 
Movie-Biz Conference 


The neighborhood will 
be jamming with blar- 
ing brass, piano, and 
percussion during three 

UCO student jazz 
ensemble concerts at 

the UCO Jazz Lab in 
Edmond. 7 pm. 


15 ► 

The architectural gems 
of one of Oklahoma 
City's oldest neighbor 
hoods are open to the 
public at the Heritage 
Hills Historic Homes 
and Gardens Tour. 
Noon. $14, 


17 ▲ 

Nothing says October 
like pumpkins. Drop by 
die Mclxtnore Pump- 
kin Farm in Colony to 
purchase pumpkins or 
make an appointment 
for foil fon. Through 
Halloween, 8 a.m. 


11 

Need an excuse to parry' 
for a week? The locally 
owned Costume Fun 
House in Oklahoma 
City is offering a one- 
week rental for a one- 
day price. 

18 ► 
Head to the National 
Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum for 
saddles and more at the 
Traditional Cowboy 
Arts Association 8th 
Annual Exhibition. 
Through December 3- 
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PEST. ANITA WOODRUFF; HERITAGE CATHY 


Calendar 


"It appeals to kids of all ages.* 

—Mary Collins, executive director of the Tulsa zoo f on the Wings of Wonder exhibit 


Philbrook Museum of Art 2727 S Rockford. Sept 1-3, 
Robert Weingarten: 6:30 a.m. Sept l -27, FOCUS 3: 
Cameron Martin. Sept 1 -Oct 8, Villa Fhitbrook. Sept 17- 
Ocl 31 , In the Studios of Paris: William Bcuguereau and 
Hits American Students. {918) 749-7941 
River West Festival Park 2100 S Jackson. Sept 7, SPOT 
Rocks the River Featuring REQ speedwagon. Sept 16, 
Oklahoma Scottish Festival, {918) 596' 2001 
Tulsa Garden Center 2435 S Peoria. Sept 9. Daylily & 

Iris Sale. Sept 30, African Violet Shew £ Sale. Oct 6, 
Evening of Wine £ Roses. Oct 7*8 Bonsai Workshop, 
Oct 14-15, Orchid Show & Sale, Oct 28-29, Bonsai 
Workshop council Show, (91 8) 746-51 25 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 10 E 2nd Sept 7-8, 
Jerry Seinfeld. Sept 8, Juan Williams. Sept 9, HOPE. 
Divas. Sept 9-10. Tommy Emmanuel. Sept 9-10. 

Tulsa Overground Film Festival. Sept 22-24. Carmina 
Burana & Serenade. Sept 22-24, 28-30, The Women. 
Sept 29, The Celebration of Books. Sept 29-30, 
Lunasa, Oct 1, The Poulenc Trio. Oct 6-7, If You Give a 
Mouse a Cookie. Oct 7, 13, 15, The Little Prince, Oct 
1 7, Chamber Ensemble of the Orchestra of St. Luke's. 
Oct 20-22, 25-28, The Rocky Horror Show. Oct 22. 
Fred Garbo inflatable Theater Co. Oct 30, Armchair 
Traveler: Biblical Treasures of Turkey, Part 2. (918) 
596-7122 

Tulsa Zoo and Living Museum 6421 E 36th Street 
North. Sept 1-30, Wings of Wonder; A Live Butterfly 
Experience. Sept 10, Grandparents Day, Sept 1 1-15, 
Wild Senior Days. Oct 13-14, Starry Safari: Around the 
Globe. Oct 27-31 , HaiiowZOOeen, (918) 669-6600 
Fiesta del Sol Latino 2006 Sept 22-24, Williams Greens. 
(918) 728-6006 

Brookside Artzz; A Day of Art & Jazz Sept 23, South 
Peoria, (918) 260-7680 


Out & About 

ALTUS Cotton Pickin' Chill Cook-off, Oct 7. Downtown 
Square, (580) 482-2277 

ANADARKO Anadarko Autumn Festival, Oct 7, Rand led 
Park, (405) 247-6651 

ANTLERS Deer Festival & Outdoor Show, QCl 6-7, 
Fairgrounds. (580) 298-3530 
ARCADIA Festival & Rodeo, Sept 2-3, Arcadia Municipal 
Park, (405) 396-2899 

ATOKA Boggy Bottom Classic Car & Truck Show, Sept 8-9. 

Boggy Depot State Park. (580) 889-6065 
BILLINGS Wheat Country Festival, Sept 23, Main Street & 
Town Park. (580) 725-3610 

BLACKWELL Fail Festival, Oct 29-30, Fairgrounds. (580) 
363-4195 

CARNEGIE Tri-County Free Fair, Sept 28-30, Fairgrounds. 
(580) 654-2121 

CATOOSA Cowboy Trade Day, Sept 15-16, Rogers Point 
Park. (918) 343-0149 

CHEYENNE Pioneer Day, Sept 9. City Park (580) 497 
3318 
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CHOCTAW Oktoberfest, Sept 7-9, Choctaw Creek Park. 
(405) 390-8647 

CHOUTEAU Black Buggy Day, Sept 16. Chouteau Park. 
(918) 476 “8222 

CLARITA Amish Auction, Crafts and Antique Show. Sept 9, 
Ben Troyer Farm. (580) 428-3458 
CORDELL Pumpkin Festival, Oct 14, Downtown Square. 
(580) 832 3538 

CUSHING Festival in the Park & Run for the Mums, Oct 
30, Cushing Memorial Park. (918) 225-2400 
DAVENPORT Route 66 Open Car Show. Sept 23, North 
Park Area. (918) 377-2355 
DEL CITY Greater Oklahoma Bluegrass Music Society 
Concert/Jam, Sept 9, Oct 14, Oklahoma Country- 
Western Museum & Hall of Fame. (405) 677-7515 
DBUMRIGHT Scream Country Haunted Trail, Oct 13-14, 
19-21, 26-28, 51853 W 101 South. (918) 607-3327 
DURANT Reenactor Artillery School, Sept 8-9, Fort 
Washita Historic Site, (580) 924-6502 
DURANT Main Street Carnival, Oct 31 , Downtown, (580) 
924-1550 

EL RENO Photography From the Mother Road: Return 
to Route 66 by She! lee Graham, Oct 9-31 . Redlands 
Community College Art Gallery. (405) 422-1218 
EUFAULA Captain Al's Annual Fireworks Display, Sept 2. 

No. 9 Marina, (918) 452-3261 
FREDERICK Arts 'n Action, Sept 23, Tillman County 
Courthouse Square & Centennial Park. (580) 335- 
5689 

GORE Fin & Feather Fall Festival, Sept 22-24, Fin £ 
Feather Resort. (918) 487-6148 
HEAVENER Peter Conser Antique Quilt Show, Oct 14, 
Peter Conser Home. (918) 653-2493 
HINTON Fled Rock Cruisers Car Show, Oct 7. Downtown. 
(405) 542-3381 

HONOBIA Bigfoot Fall Festival, Oct 6-8, Community 
Center. (580) 244-3292 

HUGO Hugo Rod Run, Sept 15-16, The Historic Downtown 
Train Depot, (580) 326-7511 
iDABEL Fall FesL Oct 28. Downtown, (580) 286-3305 
JET Pelican Celebration, Sept 17-23, National Wildlife 
Refuge Week. Oct 8-15. Salt Plains National Wildlife 
Reluge, (580) 626-4794 

KEOTA Historical Fall Farm Fest, Oct 14, Overstreet-Kerr 
Historical Farm. (918) 966-3396 
KINGSTON National Striper Festival, Sept 13-16, 
Downtown. (580) 795-2431 

LANGLEY Morning Glory Fall Market, Oct 27-29, Morning 
Glory Farm, (918) 782-7653 


LOCUST GROVE Fall Festival. Oct 14. Upper Elementary 
School. (918) 479-6336 

MADILL Marshall County Fair, Sept 5-8, City Park (580) 
795-3563 

McALESTEJt Ofd Town Festival, Oct 7, North Main, (91 8) 
329-9434 

McLOUD McLoud Chili Cook-off, Oct 21 , Main Street. 

(405) 964-6566 

PAWHUSKA High Frontier Rocket Launch. Sept 30-Gct 1 , 
Pawhuska Airport. (918) 287-1208 
PAWNEE Heritage Skills Workshop, Oct 14. Ghost Story 
Tours, Oct 21 . Pawnee Bill Ranch, (918) 762-2513 
PERRY Cherokee Strip Celebration, Sept 16. Downtown. 
(580) 336-4684 

PQTEAU Poteau Balloonfest, Oct 21-22, 27-28, Robert S. 

Kerr Airport. (918) 647-3510 
RENTIESVtLLE Dusk til Dawn Blues Festival, Sept 1-3, 
Oklahoma Blues Hall of Fame. (918) 473-241 1 
SPENCER Pet Memorial Day, Sept 10, Precious Pet 
Cemetery. (405) 771-5510 

SAPULPA Trick or Treat Downtown, Oct 31 , Downtown. 
(918) 224-5709 

STROUD King Arthur Faire, Oct 7-8. Stroud Lake, (918) 
968-0459 

TALIHINA Fall Foliage Festival, Oct 28-29, Talfhfna School 
Gymnasium & Parking Lots. (918) 567-3434 
TUSKAHOMA Choctaw Nation Annual Labor Day 
Celebration, Sept 1-4, Citywide. (580) 924-8280 
VI AN Labor Day End of Season Blast, Sept 1-4. 

Halloween Haunting, Oct 2T.. Tenkiller State Park, 

(918) 489-5641 

VINITA Calf Fry Festival Cook-off, Sept 9-10, Rodeo 
Grounds. (91 8) 256-7133 

VINITA Oktoderfest, Oct 7, Holy Ghost Catholic Church. 
(918) 256-7133 

w AKITA Cherokee Strip Celebration, Sept 16. Main street. 
(580) 594-2200 

WARNER Warner Cow Chip Day, Sept 23, Rogers 
Memorial Park. (918) 463-2696 
WEATHERFORD Southwest Festival of the Arts, Sept 9. 

Clark-Means Park. (580) 772-1610 
WEWQKA Sorghum Day, Oct 28, Downtown. (405) 257- 
5485 

WfLBURTON Robbers Cave Fall Festival, Oct 20-22, 
Robbers Cave State Park, (918) 465-3400 
YUKON The Nutcracker Ball, Sept 15, Czech Hall. (405) 
354-6783 

YUKON Oklahoma Czech Festival, Oct 7, 5th £ Cedar, 
(405) 206-8142 


Visit oklahomatoday.com or travelok.com for more listings. 


Dates and times are subject to change: please confirm before attending any event. The Events Guide is a free service 
published on a space -avail able basis. To be considered, please mail a notice of the event that includes date, place, address, 
and both a contact telephone number and a phone number that can be published. Notices must arrive at Oklahoma Today 
three calendar months prior to publication (i.e. January/Febmary 2006 events must arrive by October 1), Events Guide, 
Oklahoma Today 1 20 North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 73102. Fax: £405) 230-8650, Email: eventsguide® 
oklahcmatoday.com We cannot take listings over the telephone. 
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Fr;ijitiergf*S 
Country 'VN* 


FRONTIER COUNTRY 

1-800-386-65S2 * www.oktourism.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department. 


OKLAHOMA 
niiTivt nntBior 


1 - 800 - 652-6552 



ft nrui- Cruft ed 
Leather PiUoxus 
& Accessories 


Arts of the Frontier 
Old West Collectibles 


Sterling 

Jewelry 


$oamL*cusn>M*iQOT5 


All thing? West... but 
not necessarily all (hat wild! 

Visit our gallery and we'll show you 

the best collection of traditional 

cowboy & native 

memorabilia, and Ora 

Buck! 

fine art in the state! 


Original 

Western 

Art, 

Prints, & 
Sculpture 


217 EAST OKLAHOMA AVE* GUTHRIE, OK 73044 ♦405.282.SW4 



'© VBAES 


Southern Plains 
Painting and Drawing 


Through October 8, 2006 

As Oklahoma prepares for its 
Centennial year, this exhibit 
celebrates a century of American 
Indian art that began during the 
1870 s. Located in the Silberman 
Gallery, the display presents Fort 
Marion ledger art, drawings by Silver 
Horn, paintings by the Kiowa five and 
works by Bacone School artists and 
other Southern Plains painters, 

SUPPORTING SPONSORS 
Phillips McF.il! McCaffrey 
MfVniy AMurr.ih PC, 

Shindley Systems 


NATIONAL 

COWBOY 

fWWtSffHN hC ffltAGf 

MUSEUM 


History • Art * Shopping • Dining 
1-44. Exil 1 28B or 129 
1700 NE 53rd Slreel 
Oklahoma City. OK 731 11 
(4051 478-2250 

www. n at lona leo wboy m u seum. o rg 


2 GREAT EVENTS IN 
ONE GREATBAV! 



Saturday, September 30 ■ Cushing. OK 
Memorial Park * 5th St. 6 Little Ave, 


I8TH FESTIVAL IN THE PARK 

W a m 5 p.rrt 

juried Art Show fir Sale * Chili Cook-Off 
Lius Entertainment * food Vendors 
Kids Activities * FREE Admission & Parking 

Cushing Chamber of Commerce 
918/225-2400 


I 7th Geographic Club 
Run for the Mums 

L/ 5 A 7 T Sanctioned SK Road Race 
Registration at 1 am, 

Race Start 8:30 a.m. 
tti$ fflrjy miry fee \ndudes T-Sihrrf 
J2D Day of the race) 

Kdiy Dilfey - 9 1 8/22 3 -66 39 


Vntf or meei in,** 

STILLWATER 

Convention and Visitors Bureau 




the SAM NOBLE 
OKLAHOMA MUSEUM « 

of NATURAL HISTORY ^ 




mi 
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ADVENTURE 


for all ages 



The University**! Ok Lit 1 

2401 Chautauqua Avew; 

LI. A I* 



■afc 


Norman, OK 73072 
40S.325.47 1 2 
www.snomnh.ou.edu 


Open 1 0 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday-Saturday 
I to 5 p.rru Sunday 


■ 

. _ • M 






"Let me tell you, all you need; an ounce of wisdom and a pound of gall; and the hostess 
with the mostes on the ball '—Irving Berlin lyrics about Perle Mesta in Call Me Madam 



Where Are You? 

Feather boas, patent leather Mary Janes, and red lipstick are 
all the norm at this Zeitgeist happening. 







L j 

c 


D espite the female focus, 

boys are allowed to attend 
tliis party. Founded in 2004 
by four Oklahoma City femme fatales, 
this an party has quickly become one 
of the states premier see-and-be-seen 
events. Last year, more than 1,800 
people showed up to check out the 
creations of local and regional ladies, 
wares ranging from original paintings 
and couture clothing to one-of-a-kind 
home furnishings. 

The tun doesn't stop there: Party-goers 
arc invited to hit the dance floor and 
shake their stuff to the hard-hitting beats 
of local DJs before replenishing with 
grub from the best area restaurants and 
sipping creative cocktails like the shows 
official beverage (to tell you would give 


away the contest answer). 

What’s the name of this chtck- 
themed bash that has Oklahomans 
painting the town pink? 

— Megan Rossman 

Three winners will receive an Okla- 
homa Today T-shirt. Mail entries , 
including name and town, to Oklahoma 
Today, “Where Are YouT\ 120 North 
Robinson, Suite 600 1 Oklahoma City, 
OK 73102, or send responses to where- 
a reyo it (took la bom a today. co m no la ter 
than September 18. The Cyrus Avery 
Route 66 Memorial Bridge was the July/ 
August 2006 answer. Winners are Ann 
WhitehouseofSapulpa, Andy Dumas of 
Woodward CCkss of 2006"), and Randy 
Raines of Gering Nebraska. 




HOT TO TROT 

On the evenings of October 20 and 
21, this estrogen-infused gala is 
taking over the Oklahoma City 
Farmer's Public Market building, 
above, for an art extravaganza. Do 
you know the name of the event? For 
the name of its signature beverage, 
well give winners a bonus lapel pin. 



OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 


SO 



Can't wait to see Norman? 


Your child cuts his knee during a Saturday afternoon soccer match. The family doctor’s 
office doesn't open until Monday, and you think he needs stitches. Where can you go 
for the urgent medical care he needs? When you don’t need to go to the emergency 
room, but you do need to see a doctor. Urgent Care is the answer. Now it’s easier than 
ever with our two convenient locations: 

HealthPlex Urgent Care Urgent Care 

Interstate 35 at Tecumseh Road 800 24 th Avenue NW 

307.6900 321.7100 

The Urgent Care Centers are open from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for anything your family 
physician would treat - minor cuts and scrapes, sprains, strains, fever, nausea and upper 
respiratory infections. So when you can’t wait for medical treatment, think Urgent Care. 

Norman. Another name for expert. 

URGENT CARE CENTERS 


normanregional.com 


© Norman Regional 

HEALTH SYSTEM 




We’re on the right trac 


All Aboard the Heartland Flyer. 

Ride the rails this fall! Join Heartland Flyer on 
September 1 6 and take part in the National Park 
Services Trails & Rails Program. Then celebrate 
Halloween October 28 on a train ride with ghost 
stories, costume contests & plenty of spooky fun. 


Heartland 

FLYER 


ik\N 


I -800-USA-RAIL 

HeartlandFlyer.com 



